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PREFACE 
THE following Paper was occafioned by another 
cala, A modeſt Defence of publick Stews ; 
* mrote in Deriſion of divine human Laws, 
mith an Ayr and Spirit peculiar to 4 Perſon: who 
ſeems neither to fear God or regard Man. 5 
«The Book is one continu d Sneer upon Things ſerious 
and moral; tho the very firft Sentence in it avers 
that Nothing ſhews a greater Affectation of 
Wit; than treating grave Subjects with Bur- 
leſque and Ridicule. | | 
To banter à ſerious Subject is an unfair Challenge; (an 
 Inuitation like That of the Stork to the Fox:) for a Fool 
in Solomon's Senſe, muſt not be anſwer'd according to 
his Folly, Some things very offenſive, will not bear re- 
peating, An impratticable Scheme founded in Filth, is. 
an Iutrenchment none can attack without being dau; 
and can have no other Meaning than to ridicule Morali- 
ty, poiſon future Ages: without the Probability; of an. 
22 which is uſeleſs where the Brain is touch d. 

* | 


7 1 TAILS R 

Should there be a good Book wrote to ſet Men right, 
* as 4t may ne ver fall into the ſame Hands: ſo will it 
bye under the Diſadvantage of diſpoſſefſing a favou- 
rite wicked Notion, Whoſoever takes Liberty to lay 
any Thing, or throw off the Reftraint of Decorum ; 
mul in Conrſe tymble F ge Diverting. H- 
ring a Temple created a Name to 4 Wretch who had 
no Merit: and there's a ſecret Pride to bE at the 

Head, even of Miſchiꝶe. 
Both Reafon and Hiſtory will inform us, that the 
Abounding of Vice is a Preſage of Ruin to à State; 
where Goodneſs loſes Ground: Anarchy will get It. 
Government will decay, in Proportion to the Growth 
of Impiety. Whence wiſe Polities obſerving hom 
Wickedneſs eats away and diſſolves the Bonds of 
Society; trample on It in Point f Self Preſervation. 
And in regard the moſt effettiual Way to deal with a 
n 2 Diftem- 


iv PREFACE. 
22 is ta obviateæ It; auſe tis eaſier 
me vent than cure ) they either hinder a naugh 4 | 
df 43 * 257 real Fact; or reſent an in . 
' xy One, by Oflraciſm. 22256 
Or ane of the Topt of Sion flood the Temple; on the other 
the King's Have: that they might correſpopd and Ex- 
change Ami auc es.:for publick Weal.- Tus Weftminfter 
Abby and Weſtminſter Hall are neighbouring Strong: Holds 
for Morality, fland/almaft the ſame Ground in more 
Refpet}s than Qus: nothing but Vice can ſap or undermine 
Them. \ The Perfuaſtons of the Divine, end Coercians of 
the Lawyer; tend to meliorate the Nation, Were theſe 
two See wor pers for ane Tear, England would 
be Golgotha;, whereas their joynt Engeavours to Loy of 
Virtue, is not wholly unlite the wife Builders at Jeruſa- 
lem: who wtought with one Hand, and held a Wea- 
pon in the other (a PEP! TAC 
' The Au bor of the 'Pamphlet Hands yet behind the Cur + 
tain; of whom it may be ſaid ——"Twas. Pity that a Per- 
fon who was capable of entertaining the public, had not 
pitch'd on a cleaner Subject; | unltſs he thought, that as 
rhe Indian Princes adorn themſelves. with the Off al of 
Beats," Wit was moft ſhewn'in the Praiſe of Folly. Bur 
Vice is not only deſtructive of cwvil Society; tis alſo 
odious to God as founded in Infidelity. It is one glo- 
rious Act of divine Faith to make diſtant unſeen Rea- 
lities operate upon the Prattiſe, as if they were pre- 
ſent and viſible. Thoſe therefore who in earneſt preſs 
For Happineſs after Death, moſt naturally lead an 


* beavenly Life: E tba to be, fi thy by Choice and 
Drirciple; 15 re: Command and Re- 


Ward of being PUre-. ; 

As a De&Ton who Tims agninft Convittion may be ſaid to ſuſ- 
pend the [fluence * Faith for a while; ana be term d 
an Infidel for that Time: ſo He who propoſes to eftabiiſh 
Debauchery by Law, is a prcclaimed Enemy to God 
who has fully declared againſt Whore-mongers. He may 
fancy ana wiſh himſelf to be in the Right}, but cannot ſo 
we prove it as, 4 Believer can. For the Reaſon of a 
h ee Chriftian's 


ft 
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Chriſtian's Hope (a) is built upon Evidence (b), Argu- 
ment ative Proof; premiſing and inferring from the At- 
tributes and Word of God. For Inſtance, Not doing as 
we would be done by; is immoral, unjuſt. Whore mong- 
ers do not do as they would be done by, Therefore They 
are immoral, unj at. Or Thus, 
hat ſoe ver a God of Truth reveals is a Cer tainty, 
| and ought to influence as ſuch. Put | 
Hie has revealed future Rewards and Punifſpments ;, * 
Therefore future Rewards and Puniſhments are 4 
CTertainty, and ought to influence as ſuch. 
This Truth is as evident as That 
Three Angles of a Triangle are equal to two right 
Avegles; tho not proved the ſame Way (c). 
The modeſt Defender of Immodeſty would inſinuate to 
Chriſtians to be filthy from the vile Pradl iſe of heathen 
F © ay 3 as if expofing their, blind Side; (which by 
ay 


the is an unfriendly turning the knotty Side of the 
Arras :) as if Sewing or ſuppoſing (d) the Blois and Ble- 


miſbes 


6 — 


(a) 1 Pet, iii. 15. (b) Heb. xi. 1. A.. 

(e) Demonſtration is only of univerſ:] Propoſitions in Ma- 
reria necef{aria, whoſe concrary Poſitions imply a Contradicti- 
ON, To demand this Kind of Evidence of the Truth cf the 
Story of the Goſpel, is to be abſurdly injudicious, and ro A& 
contrary to the Reaſon of Mankind. 

Seth Bp. of Sarum againſt the Anti-Scripturiſts. 

(d) This Author without citing whence hg had It, ſpeaks 
unhandſomely of Socrates, who before ſuffer d in his Chatac- 
ter by a miſzprinted Verſe in Juvenal, Sat. 2. 

Inter Socraticos notiſſima*toſia cinzdos, for Sotadicos. 
Sorades (who by the Way was wrap'd in Lead ard drown'd 
by Patroclus for reflecting on Prolomy Anno 257 before Chriſt) 
wrote a filthy Poem in Praiſe of Sodomy : the Faurory of 
which Vice aſter'd the Word ia Juvenal to skreen chemſcives ; 
as if Socrates had been a Catamice, Prideaux Connection 
Part 2. |. 2. 

Seeing then Perſons addicted to a beaſtly Vice, might vary 
2 Word to make Socrates paſs for a Pathic like Themſelves ; 
Tis not improbable but that ſo ne lewd Perſons might make 
Socra tes ſpeak what he never thought 02. For, whoever 
reads the Writings of that truly great Man, will ſcarce think 


ig 


. 
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miſhes of Pagans, who had no other than the dim Light 
of Nature, ſhould pervert Chriſtians into the Practice 


of Infidels. ö 
The Wonder is not great, if Men commit the Works 
, of Darkneſs (a) when the God of this World had 
blinded their Eyes (b): or that muddy Water 
ſhould flew from a troubled Fountain or corrupt 
Spring (c) And it would have been leſs bad it 


25 been aſſerted, — That Obſcenity was mix d in the 


Pagan religious Rites (d); —— That immodeſt 
Words (e), Actions (f), Stews were ailowd (g); 
and Filthineſs favour'd by Orucles (h). L 

| e ut 


— 


it credible; that he ſhould grow ſo wanton in bis old Age: and 
ſo ſilly, as ro tranſmit his Miſtake ro Poſterity by Way of Jeſt. 
(a) Eph, v. 11. (b) Cor. iv. 4. (c) Prov. xxv. 26. 
(d) — quo aon proſtat fæmina Templo. Je. Sat. 9. 

In Templis adulteria componi, inter Aras lenocinia tractari 
—Tertul. Ap. C. 15. | Ws 

Aer Taos yore — ti; ig "Aﬀpodirns amet Oy TH Cay wining 
rde! tive, Herodot. 

(e) Placer Stoicis ſuo quamque rem nomine appellare; fic 


enim diſſerunt nihil eſſe obſcenum, nihil turpe dictu. Cic. 


9 


Ep. ad Patum. | | | 
| (F Tov TK gonH⁰,jꝰ were F dv. In Plato's Common - 


., wealth. 


To nal) o Tuan we E Nm, pt Aigt Ant Ave fog 27097 zu. 
Schol. in Naz, . &. p. 64 | 

(g) Tas autos eis To ainpa; ντνο , — x T hi, xa} 
eie Oos, © Tian AapCavere. Juſtin Mart. Ap. 2. p. 70. 
Si quis eſt qui meretricijs amorihus laterdictum putet juven- 
ruti, eſt ille quidem valdẽ ſe verus negare non poſſum; ſed ab- 
horret non modo ab hujus Szcu'i licentià, verum etiam a ma- 
jorum conſuerudine atque conceſſis: quando enim hoc non 
factum eſt? quando reprehenſum? quando non permiſium. 
Tull, Orat. pro Calis. 180 

The moſt contemptible Objects were thought worthy of di- 
vine Honeurs, the Jes themſelves having at one Time as ma- 


py Geds as Cities; and the moſt brutiſh and ſcandalous Vices 


prevail d, not only among the moſt poliſn'd Parr of Mankind, 
but evea in the ſolema Acts of the Gertile Worſhip. , 

Sg. Ve lſon's Feaſts, rc. on Chriſtmas Day. 
ch). Vid, Theodoret. Ser. 10. p. 141. 
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But what is all This to a Chriſtian who is ſeparated from 
the Filthineſs of an Heathen (a)? Tig thro the Rich- 
es of Goodneſs (b) that we have better Terms than the 
Heathen, from the Excellency of the Diſcoverer \ the 
Clearneſs of the Revelation; glorious Aﬀſtances > Cer- 
tainty of Reward; and other valuable Advantages. Now 
That any ſhould pretend to recommend wallowing in 
the Mire (c) after having been waſh'd (d); intro- 
duce Priapus when we believe it peſſible to commit 
Lewaneſs with an Eye (e); are taught to poſſeſs our 
Vieſſel in Sanctification and Honour (f); are, aſſur d 
of the Doom of the Unclean (g); and to have This 
labour d by way of Syllogiſm, and wreſting Scripture : 
134 ſcornful Contempt of, and ſcoſſing at Mankind. 
Aamit that Stews were encouraged abroad, and Inconti- 
nence too much conniv'd at formerly at Home; what In- 
fluence ought this to have on a Proteſtant of Britain 
NOW ; when Debauchery is infamous by the Laws of 
God and Man ? 
| The God of Truth has threatn'd to puniſh Whore-mon- 
gers; divine Authors recommend Shamefacedneſs 
(h), Modeſty, good Works in Women. Another 
zalks quite the Reverſe, offers Sophiſm and Teft — 
Argument; makes himſelf merry at what the beſt 
of Men efteem moſt ſacred. 

Sir Kenelm Digby skilfally advances to cure an 
invenom d Part 2 applying a Toad, becauſe the grea- 
ter 3 will draw ont the leſs ; but to propoſe an 
Expedient that Evils ſhould be cured by multiplying 
Them; or voting Evil to be Good (which is altering 
the Nature of Things ;) that Flame ſbou d be extin- 
guiſb d with Oyl; Vice obeck'd by Indulgence: is 
croffing upon the common Senſe which is the beft Senſe 

; of reaſonable Creatures; and deeming them flupid. 
Tis the Plenarty of Self Opinion furniſh'd out this 
Scheme, as Pope Sixtus the fourth out of the Fullneſs of 
Apoſto- 


!. „ 


(a) Ezra vi. 21, (b) Rom. ii, 4. (c) 2 Per; il. 22. 
d) 1 Cor, vi. 11. (e) Matt. v. 28, (t) 1 Theſſ. iy, 4+ 
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Apoſtolick Power gave a Licenſe to the Family of the 
Cardinal of St. Lucia to commit Sodomy in the three 


hotter Months of the Year (a). 


'Tis a Plan not quite unlike That of the Venetian Monk 
who projected to make this = an eaſy Paſſage to the 
next by a Propoſal — That God ſhould be petitioned 


Humane Nature is ftrangely deluded by Exceſſes. 

What is ſuperlative or over · alted is ſooner entertain'd 

than what is wiſe and ſedate. Precipitate Raſhneſs, 

iti preſer'd before an uniform Cour age, Engl | 

before a well. grounded Piety. A rational Overture 

creates Drowzineſs, is hardly heard out; but what 

is extravagant and unaccountable becomes Stock: 

8 will mort gage here, to purchaſe in South- 

Itopia. | 

This the ſlye and artificial Obſerving, upon naugh- 

Views adapt a Bait; and captivate the credu- 

lous whoſe Affections out-run their Reaſon . with 

Chimera's, Legendary Tales, Propoſals indecent, 
inconſiſtent. | 

May our great Creator who hateth not hing he has made, 

by his gracious Spirit ſo reprefent every Man to himſelf, 

that he may thoro'ly ſee his own State and Condition with 

relation to Eternity; be convinced of his dangerous Miſe 


to take the Devil into Favour. 


tales in Time; and of the Wiſdom aud Happineſs of 


obeying his holy Laws : That from a fixed Opinion of the 


Glorie and Mereies of the divine Nature, he may be 


led to Repentance, won over to a true Intereſt; adore 
Him for his Perfections; imitate Him where He is imi- 
table; live and dye in his Faith and Fear, in Order to 


be happy in his Glory, A een 
| A 


* 


—— — 


As 


(a) Treatiſe of the Cœlibacy of the Clergy. Page 165. 
Printed at Londen 1688 for ö Adamſon, Wrote by 


Heury Wharton, 


SS 4 
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Modeſt DEFENCE 


0 


C HAST IT V. 


Pa VV OR THY Lawyer, eminent for 

his Knowledge and Practiſe in the 
Laws of God and Men, taking ſeve- 
ral Turns in Gray's: Inn-Walks with 
two Gentlemen of good Underſtand- 
ing and Manners, courteouſly invites 
them to his Houſe, to lengthen out 
the Converſation over a Diſh of Tea; and confer 
With ſuch Freedom in a Parlour, that would not bs 
convenient among mixt Company in publick, Pe- 
culiarly bleſt was the Lawyer with a Lady moſt en- 
dearing for good Senſe and good Humor; ſhe being 
ſet off with all the Advantages of Nature, Grace, 


Education; and having additional Helps of Experi- 
ence, Book 


fulneſs, 


3 Company, wioning Mien, and Grace - 


(29 
fulneſs, rende r'd her truly wiſe and unaffected: ad- 
mired by every one but her Self. Common Civili- 
ties being paſs'd, one of the Gentlemen begins after 
this manner. | 

I obſerve with Pleaſure the Diligence of the Citi- 
zens to improve Trade, by forming themſelves into 
Companies; who, as I take it, were originally a Setr 
of the wiſer Heads of a particular Myſtery laid to- 

ether; to advance the Intereſt of that Myſtery: 
Tikewife to retrieve the Credit of Piety too much 
funk, the Societies bid fair, and claim the Aſſiſtance 
of good Men; that Religion injur d by aſſociated Crimes 
may recover her Honour by public Confederacies in 
Virtue; (as is hinted by the excellent Author of — 
The Decay of Piety:) That Michael and his Angels, 
ſhould fight the Dragon and bis Angels (a, 46 

Were it allowable for a Man of my Neandſeſs to 
. ftart any thing toward amending the Pablick, I would 
begin at offering to amend private Converſation ; 
which has a leading Influence on the Thoughts and 
Actions of Mankind. People are generally tinctured 

by their Company; and the ſame Faculties that diſ- 
cuſs of Trifles, wouſd conſider things material, if they 
were led into It by Cuſtom. - 

When the ancient Greeks met at an Entertainment 
(where by the way they were not ſparing of their 
Wine ;) each Gueſt threw th his Symbol or Adage; 
to 3 by the Company, and maintain'd by 
himſelf. ' A 

This occaſion'd as many learned Diſcourſes, as there 
were Men; whereby ſomewhat worth knowing was 
likely to be pick'd up by every one: who carry d off 
valuable Notions in Recompence of his Time.,, - 

Very well ſaid the other Gentlemen, then Sir, do 
you begin. Propoſe ſome moral Subject this Even- 
ing, and we will come into It when we meet again 
by taking our Turns. : 


Your 


ä 


(a) Rey, xii, 7. 


(3) 


Your Requeſts are Commands to me, reply'd the 
Gentleman; if you will have it ſo— Let the preſent 
Theme be S the Beauties of which will ap- 

e 


pear, by viewing the Deformity of Incontinence. 
ln wy Walk laſt Night from Wefminfer into the 
City, 1 verily think the Wenches offer'd, by Elbows 
and Joſtles, to pick me up 20 Times: So far is Inno- 
cence and Modeſty departed from them, that they 
become Aggreſſors, and Braſs can ſooffer bluſh : So 
much have they diſmantled themſelves of the natu- 
ral Decency and Ornament of their Seg, that their 
very Impudence, which they think a Temptation, 
becomes a Nauſea; their Addreſſes recoyling and re- 
luctant. 

Separate a Woman from Modeſty, ſhe becomes quite 

another Creature than God made her. Her Strength 
lies in her Virtue, Purity, Chaſtity ; without theſe, 
ſhe is 2 Monſter and Dunghill, not to be endured with- 
out Charity and Compaſſion, in Order to be re- 
laim'd : for no Mortal can love Filth, any more than 
Ie can eat it. A plying Proſtitute is an abandon'd 
Wretch, a walking Common-Shore, a Light houſe to the 
Wiſe, an Ignis fatuus to Fools. To be ſeduced by 
ſuch, is like going gradually and deliberarely into a 
Peſt houſe; or bartering our Reaſon for a Diſtemper. 

When People go about the Streets to vend Poiſon, 
one might juſtly wonder who would be their Cuſſo- 
mers; but that there are in this Ciry abundance of 
thought leſs, undiſtinguiſhing Youths, per ſect Linder, 
ſeizeable by the leaſt and worſt Spark. If theſe Sluts 
were obliged to have an Intimation of their Profe ſfton 
at their Dpor — Here lives a common Whore : | fancy 
(at leaſt hope) the Sign would go near to ſtarve them : 
a Fate too good for ſuch Nuſances. 

For, perhaps ry inveigle an heedleſs Lad, ſerit on 
his Maſter's Errand, pick his Pocket, ruin his Body, 

rophane his Mind, by inſtilling into him the Arts ot 
alſhood and Fraud; render him a future Plague to 
his Friends and Relations. Or elſe they light on a 
Man in Liquor, who ſees by a falſe Light 5 him they 
B 2 pillage 


* 


(4) 
pillage and diſmiſs with Remorſe. Or elſe they me 
with a Country-Squire, who ſmiles in black at his 
Grandfather's Death; him they eaſe of his Moveables, 
and give him a Remembrance in Lieu. Or elſe, they 
meet with a Perſon who is ſour'd with his Family 
and Domeſtick Circumſtances; him they finiſh, by 
making him Bully and Beggar. 

As the Wager carries the Veſſel by adapting it ſelf 


to it; ſo do theſe wicked Women manage by Artifice 


and Wile thoſe ſenſeleſs Creatures who fall into their 
Snares, to their own Deſtruction; by leading them 
into all Sorts of evil, and leaving them in Rags. 

I find more bitter than Death (ſays a great Author ) 
the Woman whole Heart is Snares and Nets; her 
Hands as Bands; whoſopleaſeth God ſhall eſcape from 
her, but the Sinner ſhall be taken by her (a). 

A Whore always was, and will be among civiliz'd 
Nations, a Term of Diſhonour and Diſgrace, tho' ſhe 
may be cover d over with a Title; as an Aſs in Tiſſue 
is an Aſs ſtill. But a S reet Whore wants a Name bad 
enough, can't be deſcrib'd but by Sentences—— She 
is a Shame to her Sex; a Grief and Blemiſh to her 
Family; inverts the Deſign of her Creation; a Rebel 
to God; an Odium to Men; a Drudge to the Devil; 
a Fiend incarnate- | 

You are very libera!, Sir, in your Expreſſions about 
our Sex, ſaid the good Lady ; and thoſe poor Wretches 
you inveigh againſt can't be ſufficiently expos'd or Ja- 
mented. It would make one Melancholly to conſider 
ſo many heedleſs Creatures poſting to Ruin, by ma- 
king Vice a Profeſſion 5 who, if carefully educated 
and wiſely ſhaped, might have proved uſeful and or- 
namental to human Society, Tho' they are kighly to 
blame and unjuſtifiable, yet they are not only to blame; 
they have a Tincture of the Times they were bred in; 


and are almoſt kept in Countenance by the Looſeneſs 


of the Age, to Which you Men have not a little con- 
| | tributed ; 


——_—_—_ 
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(0 Eceleſ. vii, 26. 


(5) 
tributed ; by ill-uſing, or not wiſely exerting the 
Power properly lodg'd in your Sex. | 
For by Prerogative of Nature, you Men claim ta 
govern 5 and happy were it for us Women, if our 
Governors were wiſe and good; becauſe tis ſo much 
eaſier to be governed, than to govern. No boy would 
envy your Title or Power, if you would caſt about, 
think, and contrive for the good of the Family you 

reſide over, by the beſt Rules of Oecofiomy. Every 
body would be glad to obey; if you would ſet your 
Domeſticks wholſome Precepts and good Example. 

But when the Maſter of one Family is aſleep in a 
Brandy-Shop ; the Maſter of another, taken ſpeech- 
leſs at a Tavern; fo that he can't tell his own Name, 
or where he is; a third brought Home by the Watch, 
paſt twelve; another hooting all Day at a Nine pin 
Alley, or Bowling Green, where he mortgages his 
Rings; another gone to the Groom Porters, to lay - 
out his Money faſhionably : When this happens to 
be the Caſe, as it too. frequently does, how can it be 
imagined that the Ship will be carried ſteadily, if the 
Pilot be giddy or ſtupid? Or, that the Members of 
a Family ſhould direct themſelves hy. Prudence and 
Virtue, when the Maſter of it is liſtle(s, and looſe ? 

Did you ever hear that a Stammerer 7 others 
to ſpeak pain ; a deaf Man, recommend Muſick ; or 
a blind Man, Painting? If a bloated Sot ſhould 
hick-yex a Lecture of Temperance ; a rotten Debau- 
chee ſnuffle out the Praiſes of Chaſtity ;- or a ragged 
e! ſpeak well of Frugality; theſe reſpective 

irtues, perhaps, may be thought the better of, by 
reaſon of the ill Effects of the contrary Vices mani- 
feſt in the Sufferers; (as Rocks and Quick-Sands are 
diſcover d by Light. Houſes, in Order to be avoided:) 
but ſtill the moſt natural Way of recommending Vir- 
tue and Prudence, is a virtuous and prudent Example 
tis that will convince and conduct better than grave 
Rules ; for a ſerious Life much excels the Flouriſhes 
of a Pen; becauſe a Pen may be mov'd by a bright 
Fancy, void of Morals 3 (as a wicked Man may e 
| 8 
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good Painter, and Therfites draw a Venus:) but a ſe- 
rious Life and Converſation muſt proceed from Prin- 
ciples of Piety unaffected, a Soul divinely warm'd, 
whe e Heaven is in the Eye, and God in the Heart. 

The Way and Manner of this City is ſtrangely al- 
ter'd for the worſe ; for having been born and bred 
here, and my Family before me, I am able to ſay 
ſome what touching that Matter from my own Expe- 
rience, and good Hands. The Citizens formerly liv'd 
moſt at Home; and when they had any Thing to 
ſpare, they ſpent it among their Families by Way of 
Regale, and they all rejoiced together. 

This created an Endearment; a Cement of Love and 
Friendſhip: when they feaſted together, and took part 
of the good Things, they would eaſier digeſt the un- 


_ avoidable Evils of Life ; as People in the ſame Boat, 


run the ſame Riſque without grumbling. There 
reign'd a Spirit of Prudence, as well as Induſtry and 
Frugality, among the old faſhion'd Citizens ; and they 
faund their Account in ſpending a little looſe Money 


at Home among their Domeſticks; becauſe they were 


4 > 


oe only in their proper Buſineſs themſelyes, bat they 
ept their Servants and Dependants in their reſpective 
Affairs too, and at a decent Diſtance. For the Maſter's 
Prefence keeps the Servants from being ſaucy 5 as his 
Abſence encqurages them to make ſuch impudent At- 
tempts, which otherwiſe they would neither dare, 
nor perhaps think of. | | 

I can't ſay there are any new Vices in this Age; for 
the ſame Paſſions, Infirmities, Temptations, Miſtakes, 
obtain at all Times; and the Vices now prevailing 
were formerly lamented and decry'd : becauſe Man be- 
gets his like- But ſtill one may truly ſay, that Wic- 

edneſs is more open and bare fac'd of late; tis not 
under that Curb and Reſtraint as formerly. Immora- 
lity is not under a due Check, Impndence is paſs'd off 
with a Smile; great Sins are accounted little; little, 
none at all. Pablick Societies are made up of private 
Families; fuch as Families are, ſach will be Societies: 
Till every one ſweeps his own Door, the Street will 


never be clean. How 


(7) 
How many Houſes are there in this City, where the 
Family is not call'd together once in a whole Tour's 


to offer up fo much as one ſingle Petition to God 
How many Maſters of Hgpſes are intemperate almoſt 
half the Nights in the Lear? More Money is ſpent 
in Morning: Whets, and Evening-Clabs, than would 
maintain à good Family. Theſe Junkates and Aſfig- 
nations paſs upon the Wife, (if ſhe's weak enough to 
believe it) to carry on Trade. Enquire for the Man 
of the Houſe, he is gone to ſach a Tavern: The Wife 
is ufed and accounted bat a better Sort of Servant, to 
keep the Houſe clean, and make him ſome Hot-Sup- 
pings when Crop-Sick. 

e Children grow up indeed, ſo do Weeds and 
Toads; but their Minds are unfurniſhed, uncultivated : 
They know little of their Duty to God, their Neigh- 
bour, or themſelves; if they practiſe leſs, tis no 
Wonder. The Children are our Repreſentatives, 
muſt People the World when we are dead. If you 
ſet an Acorn, you muſt not expect a Tulip; for as the 
Premiſſes are, ſuch will be the Concluſion, I dare 
ſay, very few of thoſe Sluts, who ply in the Streets, 
can give a tolerable Account of the Principles of Vir- 
tue, were it to ſave their Lives; having been bred in 
a Family who lived without God in the World (a); 
without Conduct, Prudence, or ſo much as the Ap- 
pearance of Piety. | 

Not that good Edacation is always a Preſervative 
againſt Vice, bur it is a Sort of Ballaſt 'and Byaſs to 
human Nature and Practice; and will be a Bridle 
againſt ſeveral Irregularities, which will not be com- 
mitted without boggling and Remorſe : and there is 
more Hope of a Perſon who fins with Uneaſineſs to 
himſelf, than of another who hardly diſtinguiſhes be- 
twixt Good and Evil; There is more Hold to be ta- 
ken of a Perſon towards his Reformation, who has 
been bred like a Chriſtian, than of another, who has 
been bred like a Beaſt. Hence 
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\ _ Hence appears the Happineſs of good Educati- 


on : —— That a Perſon by it is beſpoke and turn'd 
the right Way; from whence if he ſhould, chance 
to deviate and warp, he muſt be ſome while defa- 
cing his good Principles, ind demoliſhing his Vir- 
tue; becauſe no Man is worſt at firft: (and he has a 
Chance to be ſaved while he is falling, if ſome lucky 
Friend ſteps in.) And all that while he is falling, he 
is at War with himſelf: can't fin for Fear of himſelf. 
An Inſtance this is of the Wiſdom and Friendlineſs of 
Providence — That Man is a Sort of Watchman to 
himſelf; the Criminal is made his own Executioner, 
to terrify him that he ſhould be neither. 

You Men are ſparing in the Education of us Wo- 
men; ſhy and cautious of putting us in the Way of 
Knowledge; or affording us the Advantages and Op- 
portunities of improving our Faculties. This calls 
your Wiſdom and Integrity too in Queſtion ; for 
whereas you deſign us Companions for Life, by Neg- 
left of Educating us well, it looks as if you valued 
not what Company you kept at Home, but that you 
intended to ſeek out for better Abroad ; eſteeming the 
Wife as legal Lumber. You will not venture us with 
Letters or Language, but preclude us; leſt we ſhould 
top upon you with Learning, who can make our Part 
good without it: 

You ſay one Tongue is enough for a Woman; 
I ſay 'tis too much for a Man, unleſs he bas good 
Underſtanding to dictate: for could he ſpeak fool- 
ilhly in twenty Languages, it would only expoſe 
him to twenty Nations. I apprehend the Uſe of Lan- 
guages is := That People ſhould be let into the beſt 
Notions that occur in ſeveral Languages, and turn 
them to their own Account by the Help of good natu- 
ral Parts; Which if faulty, the Politure of Languages 
ſignifies no more than adorning a Poſt; for you 
can't edify a Windmill by filling it with Books No 
Man ever yet aſcribed Wiſdom to a Parrot or Magpye, 
tho' perchance they may pronounce Greek. Capacity 
and Uſefulneſs does not go by the Sex, but by a pro- 

per 


(9 ) 


per cultivating the Mind, which is truly the Image 


of God, a Ray of Divinity; by which we are as 
near kin to the Deity as you: the Body being no 


more than the Surtout or Shell. | | 

Queen Elizabeth, who was brought up to Letters, 
ſteer d thro' a long and troubleſome Reign, with 
Safety and Honour, makes as good a Figure, in Hiſto- 
ry, as any Monarch ſince the Conqueſt» And tho? 
it may be ſaid, that ſhe had wiſe Men to her Coun- 
ſellors 3 yet it muſt be allow'd, that ſhe had Under- 
ſtanding to judge whether their Advice was fit to be 
follow'd. "Twas That ſhew'd her capable to govern 
for not only the Perſon who ftarts a good Notion, is 
wiſe, but who can point it right, and make Advan- 
tage of it- | * | M9 OY 
A mean Thing may ſtumble and blunder upon a 

lucky Thought, and prove the Occaſion of Good; as 
the Shepherd found out the Loadſtone; the Gooſe 
ſav'd the Capitol: But it muſt be a ſound Judgment 
that can work up Matters and digeſt them fo, that 
they may prove uſeful and ſerviceable. 

An original Miſtake prevails among you Men, our 
Governors,—— That our Sex can't be render'd more 
uſeful than generally we are; ſo that you cultivating 
but one half, if that, which is the meaneſt Part too, 
can expect but half Product. | 8 

Hence ariſes a ſlight and diſceuraging Opinion and 
Treatment of us; we are eſteem'd neceſſary Evils, 
dead Weight; are diſpos'd of as a Burden and Encum- 
brance 3 whence ſometimes we improperly chooſe 
tor ourſelves. 

But ſoftly touching the governing Sex. Fame 
trumpets forth their Conduct and Probity, from the 
Northern Iſlands to the South- Sea. The Golden Age 
is once more; Honeſty, Juſtice, Merit, Truth, Vir- 
tue, has the Aſcendant. There is not a Pimp. or Sy- 
cophant, or Scoundrel, encouraged on this Side the 
Line; I hope upon the Earth. To ſay nothing of the 
5554 Impartiality in puniſhing only the Women at 
Bridewell: Their — axe ornamental; = 
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(10) 
Foibles are but a Shade to their Luſtre, to ſet them 
off the more: The Innocence, conſummate Wiſdom 
of Men, is a Subje fo entertaining, that it will ex- 
cuſe the Digreſſion. 8 | | 
I never read but of .one naughty great Man, and 
he lived as far as India at Marlippi. was ſo vain 
as to be pleaſed with a Statue, erected to his Honour, 
with this Inſcription, =TO THE IMMORTAL 
M A N, when he had a Fiſtula upon him. An im 
udent Fellow, who out-liv'd him, as my Pamphlet 
ys, made this Epitaph on him. R 


The Remains of an unquiet, vexatious Creature, 

' Who ſtudy d to make Mankind uneaſy. | 
His Delight was in Ravage, Deſolation, Cutting Throats. 
ky Firebrand of Diftinftion ! _ | 

Shining Plague ! 
Celebrated for Carnage. 
His Word was a Snare; 
His Buſineſs Difturbance ,, 

GO Human Groans his Muſic. | 

His Carcaſs deſecrates the Ground it covers, 
| | Miſchief of Renown ! | 

- The Idol of Flatterers, _ 
The Pity and Deteftation of honeft Mon, | 
Admit ſtill that your Sex, our grand Sovereigns by 
Charter of Nature, and Right indefeaſible, ſhould 
ſometimes, for Variety, make a Slip in Poiat of Mo- 
rals ; (a thing rather to be ſuppos'd than granted; 
rare as Prodigies or blazing Stars:) yet | muſt own 
this faint recriminating will not excuſe our Sex, whoſe 
Duty is ſo very plain, that whoever runs may read 
it (a); evident as the Sun at Noon, loud as the Voice 
of Nature. But methinks 'tis great Pity that ſuch 
Demi Gods, Beings of ſuch Luſtre and Pre-eniimerice, 
| Who 
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(11) 
who are but a Barley Corn ſhort of Perſection, ſhonld 
be ſo careful about the Breed of their Horſes and 
Dogs, and ſo remiſs in the Education of their Chil- 
dren, eſpecially their Daughters. | 

Keen is your Satyr, g Lady, ſaid the other Gen- 
tleman 3 your * 0 like the famous Spear, that 
did both wound an heal: For while you charge the 
' Evil we complain of chiefly upon Want of Educati- 
on; tis plainly intimated, that careful Education 
would go a great Way towards a Remedy. What 
you obſerve, touching a Neglect in this City, I doubt 
will be found too true thro the Nation; and the lit- 
tle Education in Faſhion, is calculated more for Shew 
than Uſe; rather to recommend us to others, than 
benefit our ſelves : As if People when alone were ei- 
ther to fall aſleep, or ceaſe to be. 

By the bye, Madam, I little thought your Sex 
would complain for Want of Dominion, whereas Na- 
ture has veſted in you the Power of preſerving Fa- 
milies; by which you ever did, and ever will govern 
this World. For divide the Husbands into two Sorts, 
the wiſe and other-wiſe ; the firſt will be obliging and 
well humour'd in View of a regular Iſſue : The others 

you eaſily manage by your natural Wit, which never 
ils you at a Finch. 

Should Learning be added to the Shrewdneſs of 
your natural Parts, and that Prerogative lodg'd in 
you by Nature, the Balance of Power would be too 
much on your Side : We poor Men would be no more 
than Hewers of Wood, and Drawers of Water (a) : 
Our precarious Deſtiny would depend upon your 
Frowns or Smiles. Should you he angry, we muſt 
become petrify'd, and inſenſate, as if we looked on 
Meduſa; but thould you charitably vouchſafe us ſome 
Sweets of Life, we muſt taſte them, as Jonathan did 
his Honey, at the End of a Rod (b). 
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(12) 
Me are not now talking how to mend the Frame 
of the World, as prating Alphonſo pretended to, but 
ſome of the Manners of it; and if ſomewhat mate- 
rial were offer d to diſcourage Incontinence, leaving 
human Nature upon the Foot we found it, the preſent 
Age and Poſterity too would think better of us, than 
our Modeſty permits us to think of ourſelves, _- 
I would rather contribute my poor Mite to promote 
Honeſty and Goodneſs, than fix and find out the Lon- 
gitude ; and ſhould eſteem my ſelf more happy, if I 
could ſay or do any Thing to reduce wicked Livers, 
than to have my Name celebrated on Stone, Braſs, or 
Paper, for inventing, or advancing any Thiog, tho 
never ſo uſefal, that muſt end with Time. 

God is quaſi Good; a Being of infinite Compaſſion 
and Mercy: Goodneſs is his endearing Attribute, by 
which he lays ſuch faſt hold on our Ingenuity, that 
our Duty becomes not only our Intereſt, but our Ho- 
nour. I had rather imitate a Being ſo gloriouſly 
Good, who does Good incefſantly, without Merit, 
Motive, or Upbraiding, than to have Skill or Power 
ſufficient to found an Empire, or ſtop the Sun, The 
Pleaſure of Mind that reſults from making my Fellow- 
Creature eaſy in his outward Circumftances, is very 
conſiderable; but to be inſtrumental in bettering an 
Opinion, or Habit, where the Conſequence is Happi- 
neſs or Miſery everlaſting ; to hand another into Bliſs, 
who was poſting, and juſt tepping into Flames, muſt 
pronto beyond Deſcription; and fill one's Mind with 

raiſes of God, the Fountain of Mercies, who by 
weak Means brings about moſt glorious Effects. 

But to return- 

Looking over the Hiſtory of Joſeph this Morning, 
with ſome Attention, I took particular Notice of the 
Method of his Defence, when tempted by his Miſ- 
treſs; with what Preſence of Mind he reaſoned him- 
ſelt out of her Snares; or rather, how abundant! 
the Grace of God appear'd, in rendring buman Frail- 
ty Proof againſt the Violence of ſuch an Aſſault. 


6 | 4 Both 


(13) 

Both Joſephus, and Philo the Jew, have painted his 
Behaviour in admirable Colours, and repreſented him 
obſtinately virtuous in not complying, either by 
(a) Tears or Threats, to abuſe his 5 Maſter and 
Friend. She follows him with Addreſs and Careſſes, 
Art and Importunity 3 with Language of 2 double 


Edge; how paſſionately ſhe lov'd him; how ſhe could 


undoubtedly ruin him,by accuſing him to Potiphar, who 
would believe her Lies, rather than his Truth, as Jo- 
ſephus relates it. Things ſtood ſo circumſtanc in 
Favour of the Intrigue, that it look d as if he might 
ſave his Life, Fortune, and Credit, by conſenting; or 
riſque them all by refuſing a diſappointed, ſpiteful 
Woman, who could hate to a Degree as well as Love ; 
and had more Ways to ſnew her Malice, than Inch- 
nation. 

But the great Man rallies his Underſtanding, op- 
poſes his Reaſon to the Chaff and Cobweb of amo- 
rous Tattle ; he tells her, that he was but a Servant. 
Behold, my Mafter*wotteth not what is wirh me in the 
Houſe (c);, and in Virtue of that Relation, was obli- 
ged to be juſt and faithful in not embezzeling his 
Joods, or connive at others who ſhould attempt to 
defraud him in a minute Part of his Eſtate That 
ſeeing his Duty engag'd him to be true to his Maſter 
in ſmall Matters, he could not, with any Patience, 
think of ſuch an Act of Treachery and Baleneſs. And 
that tho' in the Hurry of her Spirits, ſhe forgot her 
Station, and would degrade her elf, let her ſelf down 
diſhonourably, ana ſubje& her ſelf to her Slave; yet 
his Conſcience, that would not permit him to cheat 
his Maſter of a Penny, wonld by no Means allow him 
to invade his Bed, and rob him of that Love of his 
Wife, which can't be transferr'd ; or Her of her In- 
nocence. He 


(a) Ovre os freier, ein iu pace, Joſephus. 
(b) 0% ws; da, , GIA Y ws bvipyeryr, dh n 


Tegz>we, Philo. 
(e) Gen. xxxix. 8. 
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Hie tells her farther, — That this his Maſter was 
likewiſe his Friend and Benęfactor. That being ta- 
ken into his Service, in the Capacity of a Slave, he 
had not anly his Freedom granted, but was admitted 
into Poſts of Power and Truſt; none was greater in 
that Houſe than himſelf (a); every one was ſubject to 
his Audit and Controul: he w ole Oeconomy, and 
n of Affairs, was ladg'd in him. He was con- 

ded in and viftinguiſhd, as by a Friend or Father; 
and he utterly deteſted 758 abhorred the Thoughts 
af ſuch Ingratitude and Villany; twas ſo reluctant to 
his Ingenuity and ae ſo recoyling to a Mind, 
for ſeyeral Reaſons addicted and attach'd to his Be- 
nefactor. ; 5 | | 

He adds a third Reaſon, higher than the others, 
which will hold all Men at all Times—— And how 
(rather than how then) can 1 do this great Wickedneſs, 
and fin againſt God (b)? The Thing it felf is immo- 
ral; a poſitive, heinous, deliberate Offence againſt 
Gad; contrary to his Purity and Command; a mani- 
feſt Injury to our Neighbour and our ſelves at once; 
in great Meaſure fruſtrating the Grace apd Goodneſs 
of God, which taught us to live righteouſly, ſoberly, 
ang godly. I fancy Joſeph ſpoke not much unlike 


1s, | | | 

Many and valuable Obligations has my good 
© Maſters heaped on me, a poor abject Captive ; for 
© which of theſe ſhauld I now thus requite him? You 
© can't ſure be in earzeft, while you mock me after 
© this Manner. You are ſearching after ſome unheard 
c of, nameleſs Monſter of Perfidiouſneſs, to gratifie 
© your Curioſity, rather than Paſſion. Tis impoſli- 
f ble you can really value any Man, and propoſe to 


* 
. 


© him Shame and Plague; what Diſorder, Confuſion, 


© and faultring, will overtake me, when next my 
© Maſter ſees me; for I can't look at him. Cain car- 
© ry'd a better Face, and a Mind leſs clamourous than 


(«) Gen, xxx. 9, (b) Ka? mas LXxII. 
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© mine would be. Chains and Death are more tole- 
© rable than Guilt 5 which dreſſes up innocent Crea- 
<© tures With the r of Vengeance. I ſhall 
© fancy Birds and Beaſts will reproach me; and ex- 
8 port the Earth to cleave aſunder to let me in, as diſ- 
© daining to bear ſo treacherous a Burthen. 

© Every thing is at you; Service but my Virtue, which 
© will ſtand me in ſtead when nothing elſe can; I had 
© rather, if it was poſſible, forfeit my very Being than 
© That: To diſmantle my felf of my Innocence; and 
* -mvite Hell into my Soul! my Blood chills and runs 
© back at the Mention. If all the World ſhould ap- 
© phud me 2 it, I ſhould kate my ſelf fo much the 
© more, in gard T ſhould be that unhappy Occaſion 
© of falſe Thinking; and by the ſame Behaviour, make 
my ſelf uneaſy, and my Neighbour weak and ſtupid. 
c T confider my ſelf as a Servant and oblig d; bound ta 


be in my Maſter's Inteteſt; ſtudious of his Advan- 


© tape when hie does not ſee me; careful of his Cha- 
c fatter and Quiet when he does not heat me. But 
© farther, Lam the Servant of God too; and that Re · 
lation, which I would not part with for the Crown 
© of Phayoah, ſecures me the more to my Miſter 
and you. For this you may depend upon as 4 Truth 
.unalterable— He who makes a Coriſcience to ſerve God 
well, is moſt fit to ſerve Man. | 33 

When Paſſion dictates inftead of Reaſon, the Diſ- 
courſe will be unreaſonable and unconclufive. Hence 
it comes that in Courſe of Talk, by way of Induce- 
ment; you are pleas'd to mention Stcre(y, Reward, 

or Reſentment, 3 5 

© As for Secreſy, tis a thoughtleſs Impoſition upon 
human Faculties; oken and receiy'd when People 
mare in Haſte. Can Bars, Bolts, Curtains, Shatters, 
© exclade God, who i the Workman, and made 
him conſcious? Can a Man extinguiſh the Deity, 
* when he puts out a Candle? Is our great Creator to 
© be hounded out of Company like a Dog? Is there 
F any Place in the World (all which he made) that 
he muſt quit, when we wiſh him away by _—_ 
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Door? Can a Bit of Iron or Wood deny Entrance 


to the Maker of the Univerſe? No. 


© The God whom I ſerve is infinitely glorious and 
© unbounded. He fills all Places, at all times. Dark- 
© neſs and Diſtance can't impoſe upon him; for the 
© Sun ſhines by the Light he lends it: and he is here 
© and every where at once. He knows not only what 
© we do and Jay; but what we meditate and deſign, 
© We are all tranſparent to him; and he obſerves the 
© Start of every Thought, whether good or bad: be- 
© cave he gave us the Faculty of Thinking. The Clo- 


© ſet is as open to him as the Market-Place; and the 


© inmoſt Retirement, as the Corners of the Street, God 
© needs no Intelligencers; if he did, I ſhould accuſe 
my ſelf for the vileſt of Men, (ſhould I now be led 
© away) and eaſe my ſelf of the Burthen of Guilt. He 
© ſtands by every Perſon, tho' inviſible ; and beholds 
© all things paſt, preſent, and to come, at one View. 


We can eaſier be ſeparated from our ſelves than 


© God; and ſooner run away from our own Eſſence, 
c than skulk and lie hid from his Knowledge: He is 
actually in the Room with us now, and hears me 


c weakly, aſſerting his Omniſcience ; and ſees you as 


© weakly attempting to abuſe your ſelf and Him, If 
© the Company of a grave and good Perſon, awes you 
© from expoſing your Character, how will you dare 
© commir Wickedneſs in the very Face ef God ? If 
© debauch'd People have remov'd the very Picture: 


cout of a Room, where they deſign to be filthy; what 


© nameleſs Impudence is it to be lewd, when God 
© ſtands by, and ſees us unaffected with his Preſence 
© and Majeſty ? OS. 
Tis one thing to have Art or Craft enough to 
c ſave our Reputation; but another, and quite diffe- 
© rent, to have a ſteady Frame of Mind, and virtuous 
© Habit of Soul, to recommend our ſelves to the 
© Searcher of Hearts (a). Imagine God to be always 
7 | in 
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© in your Company (as moſt certainly he is) and 
© thele idle Thoughts will fly as Duſt before the Wind. 
Do but think that he ſees you wherever you are, 
© whatever you do; that he is inſeparably preſent 
© with you; and then value your ſelf for your Com- 
© pany :. and bleſs him that he does not leave you to 
* your own wretched Conduct. Be aſſured, that God 
© js evermore cloſe by you, and your Converſation 
© will reliſh of your Company, and preſerve your In- 
© nocence. Remember that God is conſtantly about 
© you, intends you to be a Temple for himſelf : Re- 
« yere your Make; do not deſecrate your Nature, 
© and become a Stye for the Devil. 

© As for Rewards, they make no Manner of Impreſ- 
© fjon on me; for I am travelling thro' Life as faſt as I 
can, and deſire nothing but Neceſſaries and Innocence 
| * upon the Road. Should I buy Hell at the Expence 
= © of my preſent Peace; I ſhould be miſerable . 
= © and hereafter too. What ſignifies Money, when 1 

© can't ſleep for thinking how wickedly 1 got it? 
© What can a Suit of fine Clozths avail me, when I 
© have a Neſt of Hornets ſhut up in my Breaſt ? when 
© my Conſcience teazes and torments me, for —_ 
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If been falſe to God, my Neighbour, and my fel 
u WW © The unthinking, perhaps, may envy me, when 1 
re © make a fine Sew; whereas in Truth I ought to be 
It © pity'd. A monyd Villain, is a Villain fill; and he 
es * who heaps up the Wages of Sin, is earning more Pu- 
at © niſhment: Treaſures up the Wrath of a juſt God, 
od © and the Curſes of injur d Men. 


Il can't ſay, but that he who is a Steward and 
Truſtee of Money, (for no Man can be a Proprietor 
© unaccountable) is deſirably circumſtanc'd 3 becauſe 
© he has in his Power ſeveral Opportunities and Means 
© of befriending himſelf and Fellow- Creatures in valu- 


he © able Reſpects. But then, if he has not the Will and 
ys © Inclination, as well as the Ability, to do Good; a 
in < Sword in a Madman's Hand, is not ſo dangerous to 


* himſelf or others And if he came unfairly by it; 
* if he barter'd his Honeſty for it; he commits a 
D | © greater 


CIS) \ 
greater Miſtake, than if he ſhould empty his Parſe 
* of Money, to fill it with Dirt, by way of Parchaſe 
© and Exchange. The Reaſon I take to be manifeſt : - 
© Virtue will procure a ſerene and calm Mind; Com- 
* fort in our Afflictions and Death; Pardon of our 
© Sins; Aſſurance and Fore-taſt of endleſs Joy; the 
© Favour of God; glorious Immortality; in Compa- 
© riſon of which, Scepters are not worth ſtooping for. 
© Now Money can do nothing lite this; generally 
© ſpeaking the quite contrary. Alas, you and 1 ſhall 
© quickly lie gaſping; for Breath, upon the Brink of 
Eternity: Nothing will accompany us beyond the 
Grave, but our Works. It will then be utterly in- 
© ſignificant, how much Money we had; how many 
© Jewels or Eſtates we left; but what Lives we have 
© led : how chaſte and charitable, devout and uſeful 
© we have been: how we have demean'd our ſelves in 
© our reſpective Conditions of Life; a 
The grand Queſtion hereafter will be, what Good 
©-we have done, not what Lands we had. Even Pha- 
c roah himſelf, if he has done amiſs, will be ſubje& to 
© the Reproaches of his own Mind, when he lies a- dy- 
© ing; if he dies with his Underftanding and Senſes 
© about him; and his Crown will be of no more Uſe 
to him, than a Wiſp of Straw. Money can't tempt 
me, becauſe it can't help me when 1 ſhall want Help 
© moſt ; that will be at the Hour of Death, and Day 
© of Accounts. | : os 
I can't worſhip a golden Calf, or bow to a long eur d 
« Beaſt, loaded with Ingots I pity the Wrerch who 
© parts with Honour and Heneſty, his Soul, and what- 
c ever is of real Worth and Intrinſick, for a little 
© Clay, which Opinion has given Value to in Com- 
© merce: and is too often laid out upon the vaſt De · 
© ſign of finding Work for Flatterers and Fidlers, 
© Trumpeters and Taylers My Innocence outweighs 
© your Money; and the Balance being on my Side, [ | 
© intend to keep it there. Wo 
And as my: Hope is not affected with Lucre, ſo nei- 
© ther can Threats terrify me; for 1 am fearleſs and 
| — intrepid 
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(19) 
© intrepid in Defence of my Virtue: and the Creature 
© is not yet made, which can fright me into ſo baſe an 
Action as this. Yon may indeed miſrepreſent me, 
and be credited; the worſt that can happen, is 
© Chains or Death : and they are better than Guilt. 
© Suppoſe you could take away my Life nom, then I 
© ſhould die ſo much the younger; and there is no great 
© Matter in that. | 

© By dying young, I ſhould arrive betimes in Port: 
© and eſcape the Dangers of a long Voyage, Then 
© (bould 1 deliver you from the Poſſibility of ſinning 
* aſter this Manner: and my ſelf from ſinning at af. 
Then ſhould I lie protected from the Miſeries of this 
© {infyl World; withdraw the Opportunity from wick- 
ed Men to injure me: and thereby leſſen their Crimes. 
© Thus ſhould I be remoy'd from this dank Charnel- 


- ©* Fright me with Death! Fright the weary with 


| . Reſt; the wreck'd with an hoſpitable Shoar; the 
„ brow-beaten with Favours! . 


© An friendly Coffin, Thou narrow Sufficiency fer the 
© proudeft Monarch; Thou Retirement of the abus d and 
6 fatigud : There's more Repoſe to be found in Thee, 
© than in the Hurricane of Life; from the Throne to the 
© Havel! I had rather be eaten up by Worms quickly ; 
. than be gnawn and tormented by the Worm that ne- 
© ver dies, I had rather it were ſaid upon my Tomb 
© (if I have one) — Here lies an honeſt yourg Fellow ;, 
© than —— Here lies an old Rogue. And it would be a 
better Epitaph for you —— Here lies a Matron, emi- 
© nent for Piety, Chaſtity, &c. than — Here lies an 
infamous, inſatiate Adultereſc. 
lle who believes not another Life after this, or 
D 2 | | © lives 
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the other Side of the Grave; which he would avoid 


great and good Creator has in Wiſdom and Good- 
* neſs eſtabliſh'd future Rewards and Paniſhments : 


_ © Goodneſs, Truth and Honour, will not utterly de- 


© and truly believe in God, by depending on Him; 


| © pretend to Valour where there is no Enemy. 


© God, whoſe Cauſe we engage in, as we have the 


(20) 
© lives as if he did not, may be bully'd with Death, 
© becauſe he is rack'd' and amaz'd with Doubts and 
© Terrors of Non-Entity, or Torments which lie on 


© 'as long as poſſible. But I who verily think, that m 


© —— That I am perfectly from Home, as it were 
© baniſh'd while alive : — That my Life is no motze 
* than an Iſthmus, or Neck of Land, between two 
* Oceans; whoſe Waves' daſhing on each Side, will 
* ſoon moulder and waſh it away : ——That the Prac- 
© ticeof Virtue is the Imitation of the Beſt of Beings : 
hat my good God made me out of nothing, 
on Purpoſe to make me gloriouſly happy, unleſs 1 
t am reſolvd to be undone :—— I who ſteadily believe 
© this, can't be frighted by Death, or over-value Life. 7 
© Under this rational and ſtrong Perſwaſion, had Ia 
© thouſand Lives, they ſhould all go; rather than de- 
© liberately and maliciouſly abuſe and affront my dear 
© Creator, my beſt Friend; whoſe Providence and 
© Careis over every Atom of the Creation, but pecu- 
* liarly eoncern'd about Man. SN _—_ 

© The ſteady Belief of this Providence, gives me 
© Sedateneſs and Courage, ſuperior to all the little 
* Attempts of Senſe and Violence; being thoroughly 
© convinc'd, that a Being of infinite Power, Wiſdom, 


© ſert an honeſt poor Worm in Difficulties, who puts 
* Truft in Him, and keeps cloſe to his Duty. Streights 
© and Temptations are ſent to try us, if we do really « 


< in the Obſervation of his Laws: for a Coward may 


© And if we do keep our Gronnd, by oppoſing | 
© Reaſon to the Attacks of Senſe, and calling upon 


* beſt Side of the Argument, ſo we have the beſt | 
© Means and Weapons of Defence. Vice being found- | 
* ed on Miſtake, (for 'tis a Deviation from Right iy 

| | Wen 1 


(21) 
when propos'd to a Perſon reſolutely virtnous ; 
who gives himſelf Leave to think, and deſigns to 
maintain the Dignity of his Nature; muſt ſneak and 
be abortive : upon the ſame Reaſon that Evil as Evil 
can't be deſir d, and the greater Force repels the leſs. 
© *Twould be impudent and ridiculous for a Com- 
pany of Invalids, to ſummon a well-appointed For- 
treſs to ſurrender at Diſcretion. *Tis as contemp- 
tible, that a rational Creature, who can weigh 
Conſequences and Upſhot of Things, ſhould be 
wheedled out of his Underſtanding, Safety, Quiet, 
the Favour of God, which is better than Life (a) 
with ſuch filly Words and Trifles, as in ſober and 
cool Thinking, he can't reconſider, ' or overhale, 
without being half diſtracted. God gave me my 
Life ; it can't be better employ'd, or 'ventur'd, than 
in his Service. He took me out of the Pit; handed 
me along hitherto ; made me to experience his 
Goodneſs : I can neither defie, or diſtruſt him. If ir 
pleaſes him to take my Life nom, he takes but what 
was his own; and he may do what he pleaſes with 
his own, becauſe he has allow'd me that Liberty. 
God ows me nothing. He can't do me Injuſtice, by 
retaking what was but lent. If he thinks fit toclear 
my Innocence, he has ten thouſand: Ways to do 
it; I lay my ſelf at his Footſtool, and ſubmit it 
© heartily to his divine Will: Only remember, that 
6 your poor Servant hes told you ſeme plain and who's 
* ſome Truths. Let not the Meanneſs of my Perſon, 
_ © prejudice you againſt the Power of Trath (G). 
'Tis not improbable, but that Joſeph reſcu'd and diſ- 
entangled himſelf from the Snares of his Miſtreſs by 
ſome grave and ſerious Diſcourfe ; and flung from her 
in a reſolute Integrity, and noble Diſdain to be pollu- 
ted; well knowing, that to commit a Treſpaſs againſt | 
his own Body by Familiarity with a Whore, and ma- 
king it one (c} with a Proſtitute, was diſhonouring and 
debaſing his Body in a vile Manner, by riſquing "- 0 
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( 22). 
ſes, impairing its Strength, haſtening its Decay, ma- 
King it b ele th the en —xidy d Subject of Sia. He 
who joins e Fa 2 Who unites himſelf to a 
Jakes, Who leagues with a wg ee os 1 and 
under values h E his ane. oy (4)5 
hays a moſt, eater arg » 4 moſt elegant iece 
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228 upi 17 157 551900 of every thin ag talk; or-modeſt ; 
Pres a. Blot to the pe ok: 0 TEES he * in, and 
ene ots him as to tale ama 
hen the Heart or Mo of .a Eren fo made Ra · 
i eparted from him, little elſe remains to 
Cj om à Beaſt, but Shape and Speech. 
en the wiſer Powers, and bright Faculties of a 
reaſonable Creature, are Ad alleep or benum'd, 
When; the Eye. of the Souſ, our Mndgrſtanding, is 
nged., o as not to diſting uiſn between Gogd -and 
| ight; or Wrong, Joſt or Unjuſt,, Honourable 
— zonrable ; when the Will follows this blind 
Saen Which takes Things, 8 Fa ſpeaking, as 
recommended by the Senſes, that uſurp upon Reaſon, 
and overn in its Stead: the whole Man is inverted, 
comes not onely another Sort of Animal, than 
W bat, God intended him; but quite contra- to what 
was, When, he came into Being. 
Where Folly ol prevder. wild Notions and extravagant 
Practice will enſue; when à Perſon is given over to 
lieve a Le (e), and ſets out Wrong, tbe longer he 
travels, the more be miſſes his Way. Falſe Opinion 
directs * Wen e him ſeared and callous 
roof 
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Proof againft the Impreſſions of Advice; not aware of 
the Conſequence, he goes on as an Ox to the Slanghter, 
as 4 Fool to the Correllion of the Stocks ;, as a Bird that 
hafteth to the Snare), not knowing it is for his Life (a). 

Thar the Adalrere?'s Soul goes into a Camel, has been 
ſaid by the Jews. Be that as it will. However the 
Crime is varniſh*d over, and paſſed by the Name of 
Gallantry; the Gallantry of a ſtinking Goat, or a 
Tomn- Bull, is better Senſe. The Atchievements of the 


Heroes of Newgate and Tyburn, muſt give Place to 


ſuch Acts of Gullantry; as leſs injurious to Society. 
For, a poor Wretch robs his Neighbour of a Trifle, 


and forfeits: his Life by Law, as a Terror to others. 


An Adulterer robs his Neighbour of what is moſt deat ' 
and'valuable to him ; does him Damage irreparable; 
and is gently call'd a Beau; a Man of Intriguez.or 
Pleaſure. One has the Halter, the other deſerves 
worſe: tho! miſcall'd a fine Gentleman. * 
Bork- the Thief and Adulterer wait for the Tivj- 
ligbi (H): Ore ſarprizes for a few Minutes, the other 
brands and difquiets for Life. The Thief is wicked 
alone; the Adulterer involves another. The Thief. 
wrongs the innocent only; the Adulterer wrongs 
both the innocent and guilty. The Thief breaks a 
Door; the Adulterer breaks his Faith, and caufeth- 
another to do the like. The Thief can by no Means 
be juſtifled; but the Sin of the Adulterer is a Gompli- 
cation, or Legion of Evils: He periſnes in ill Compa- 
ny, Sampfon- like, dating and 4 un 
He diveſts the Woman of her Innocence, Truth, 
Tuſtice, Faith, Modeſty; the Ornaments and Graces 
of her Sex, which encompaſs her as a Glory; by 
which chiefly ſhe ſhines, attracts, and awes : For ſhe 
fades and tarniſhes when'blown-upon ; when once ſhe 
is common, ſhe's mclean (d). When the ſtands in eve- 
ry.one's Way, and is joſtled by every Paſſenger, ſhe 
90 has 
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has no more Charms than a Turn-pike : where Boo- 
bies loyter, Beaſts ſcrat, and Dogs lift up their Legs- 
The Adulterer prophanes the Woman's Mind with 
lewd Principles or confirms her, if vitiated before; 
renders her impudent and ſteel d; ſly and treacherous ; 
infamous and undone, both Body and Soul. He robs 
the innocent Husband of the Friendſhip and Love of 
his deareſt Companion; who ſhould lighten his Care, 
and ſmooth the Ruggedneſs of Life; introduces Tem- 
peſt and Jealouſy, that rages worſe than Fire amongſt 
Oil. He robs both the Criminal of her Honour ; the 
Innocent of his Peace; and perhaps may injure Chil- 
dren yet unborn, by baſtardizing a Family, and car- 
rYing away an Ellate from the right Heir; whereby 
Legitimacy, Teſtaments of Beneſactors or Donors ; 
the Wills of the Dead; Settlements; Proviſions, and. 
Entails at Law, are all defeated. Dying MSchink 

ivine Na- 


/z making Uneaſinels, is the Reverſe of the 
türe of whole Benignity the Heathens had ſuch Ap- 


prehenſion: that the ingenious. Tully (a) obſerves— 
The Gods ſeem form d for the Benefit of Men. 

\.*Tis deteſtable to ſuborn a Witneſs, much more to 
ſuborn an Heir; to defraud Poſterity. This makes 
him in a double Reſpect an Enemy to the Common - 
wealth; which encourages Induſtry, by ſecuring Pro- 
perty, deſcending to our Repreſentatives, whom eve- 
ry Man naturally wiſhes well to, This Proviſion of 
the Law is fruſtrated by the Adulterer. Beſides, Fa- 
milles are by promiſcuous Mixtures, fill'd with ſpuri- 
ous. rotten iſſue; born feeble and diſeaſed, with bad 
Conſtitutions; unfit. for Arts or Arms; by which the 
Community is affected, and Judgments brought down- 


a 5 0) Nuptias 
Primum inquinavere, & genus & domos, 
3 ib 


Ca) Dii immortales ad uſum hominum fabrifacti pent yide- 
alitur. (5) Hor. Carm. Iib. 3, Ode 6. N. 
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(25)- 
Hoc fonte deriudta clades : 
In Patriam, populumq ue fluxit. 

(a Quanta moves funera Dardanæ 
Genti ! — hen, ſerus adulteros 
Crines puluere collines. 

— uret Achaicus 
Janis Iliacas Domos. 


If Reſtitution be an Ingredient, and Evidence of 
Repentance, upon which our Pardon is grounded; it 
mult be, to a confidering Man, an amazing Aggrava- 
tion, that he has done an Injury not to be repair'd. 
An Incapacity of doing Right to a Neighbour in this 
Caſe, ſhould deter him from doing Wrong ; eſpecially 
when he becomes inexcuſable by having a Remedy (b), 
which deſtroys his Plea or Pretence; for the leſs the 

Temptation is, the greater the Crime: 4 
The Murderer, Robber, or Detractor, do miſchief 
to the Perſon, Eſtate, or Credit; but the Adulterer 
endangers the Salvation of two at once. As if he need- 
ed the Sins of others to anſwer for, as well as his own: 
As if he wanted a Weight to fink him, he makes a 
Witneſs to prove his Guilt and Turpitude. 5 

However Whoremongers and Adulterers __— 
eſteem the Bed undefiled, and Marriage which is honou- 
rable in all (c); yet is this venerable Inſtitation an 
Eſtabliſhment of our wiſe Creator, ia the Time of 
Alan's Innocence (d); and honour'd by the Preſence of 
Jeſus, who did vouchſafe in Perſon to be at a Wed- 
ding (e). Tis not a Creature of Art, or human Trick, 
or upſtart Invention ; but the great God himſelf was 
its Author, *Iis more ancient than the Law; (and 
indeed than the Want of the Law) older than Death 

or Sin, Husband and Wife is the oldeſt Relation in 
the World, next to _ of Creator and Creature; 
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(a) Hor. Carm, lib. x, Ode 15, (6) 1 Cor. vii. 2, 9. 
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26) 
and the Foundation of Got Relations. Prince and 
Subject, Brother and Siſter, Prieſt and People; reſult 
from that Relation of Husband and Wife. To violate 
this ſacred Bond, is to affront the divine Law-giver 
and diſſolve what he has appointed and enjoin'd. The 
Endearments and Sanction of Marriage, itand upon a 
much better Foot, than Auguſtus's Julian Law, touch- 
ing Eſpouſals, Chaſtity, Divorces ; which the (3) Hiſ- 
torian and (b) Poet commend, &71 
285 Culpam paena premit comes. 
— frena licentia 
Injecit; amovitque Culpas. 


For the Strictneſs of this Union is hallowed by Al- 
mighty God, who only permits, not commands Divor- 
ces; and who makes it a Type or holy Symbol of 
Things ſpiritual, to repreſent the Union betwixt Chrift 
and his Church (c). One would hope that when Per- 
ſons are adult, capable of chooſing for themſelves, 
entred into this moſt ſolemn Alliance of Friendſhip 
and Love till Death fpould part them; forſaking all 
ot her; to love, comfort, honour, ſupport, and keep onely 
to each other; this before a competent Number of 
Friends and Witneſſes, in the Preſence of God, who 
is invocated 5 and when the Conſent is recorded; 
they ſhould not, for ſome trivial Conſideration, baſe- 
ly and treacherouſiy deſert, and perfidiou/ly break a 
Covenant, ſedately and cheerfully enter'd into before 
God and Man. The Lord hath been Witneſs between 
Thee and the Wife of thy Youth, againft whom thou haſt 
dealt treacheronſly : Tet is ſhe thy Companion, and the 
Wife of thy Covenant. Therefore take heed 10 your Spi- 
rit, that you deal not treacherouſly (d). 

The Adulterer is not held by his omn Conſent or 
Pact. His on Law does not oblige him; his Practice 
| proves 
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(4) Suetonius, Cap. 34. (ö) Hor. Carm, Ib 4. Ode . 81 ' 
(e) Eph. v. (d) Malach. ii. 14, 16. | £ 
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oves him a Lyar; nothing can engage him to be 
lere, nor can he engage himſelf- He is condemned 
out of his own Mouth. 

An Adulterer can't be a Man of Honour, till the Na- 
ture of Things, and Faculty of Thinking, is alter'd by 
the Founder of the Univerſe. Should People agree to 
call him fo, that would not make him ſo ; any more 
than bowing to a painted Poſt, makes it a real Deity- 
To honour another, is to acknowledge ſomewhat ex- 
cellent, to confeſs ſomewhat valuable in Him; which 
has not onely intrinſic Laſtre: but tends to Vſefulneſs. 
On this Score the Memories of 2 Men, who laid 
out Themſelves to advantage the Community, by 
rooting up Barbarity, founding Polities, making good 
Laws, promoting Wiſdom, Wealth, Security, pub- 
lick Good: have been even from the Light of Nature, 
ever — ++ Sacred in the Annals of all Nations, 
that Poſterity might Revere and Imitate. 

Whenever there ſhoots out a Superior Genius, or 
rais'd Capacity above the Common Mark; diſtin- 
guiſh'd by Abilities and Inclinations to do Good,which 
we can't come up to, or keep pace with: we follow it 
at humble diſtance with Reſpect and Efeem. But 

Inwardly to venerate a Compound of Lewdneſs, 
infamous as well as conſcious; who (a) travaileth with 
Iniquity, brings forth Falſthood, conceives Miſchief, is 
impracticable: Even outward Civility looks like Gri- 
mace and Mockery; as if People ſhould pay Deference 
to a Peſt Houſe, or crovd the Levee of Jack Katch, 

The Adulterer prophanes the Woman's Mind; de: 
bauches her Perſon ;, brings a Diſeaſe or ſuppoſititious 
Heir into a Family; fills it with Uneaſineſs not to be 
born or deſcribed ; makes the Man ridiculous; the 
Woman ſcandalous and cheap : if this be like a Man 
of Honour, then Miſchief is Honour. Should this 

retended Man of Honour be paid in his own Coyn, 


Thunder and Lightning would be more calm than 
himſelf. E 2 In 


(a) Pal. vii. 14+ 
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(a8) 


In the Preamble of the Patent from a King at Arms; 
which Hives a Man a Title to a Coat of Arms, tis 


ſaid 3 That it being — 4 Rule in all well governed Com- 
monme alt h, to grace and give Credit to the Virtuous and 
well deſerving ; as well for the Encouragement of Others 
to follow their Steps, in all honourable and heroical Vir- 
tues; as alſo to diſtinguiſh the baſe and unworthy from 
Men of good Merit , —— and that the Reward of Vir- 
tue is Honour. Be that granted; then by Parity 
of Reaſon, the Reward (or Conſequence rather) of 
Vice, is Ipfamy or Diſſionour. The baſe and unwor- 
thy Gould be branded, on the ſame Account as the weil- 
deferying are diſtinguiſ d. If all well-govern'd Common- 
wealths do grace and give Credit to the Virtuons \ then, 
for the ſame Reaſon, the Vicious ſhould be diſgratc' d 
and diſcredited. And the more injurious and deſtruc- 
tive to Civil Society any Vice is, the Perſon who 
commits it ſhould be treated accordingly ; and his 
Character ſink in Proportion to the Crime. Should 
Equity take Place, the Adulterer would make but a 
r Figure; would be avoided and abhorred as a 
uſance; an Object of Pity and Scorn: The Arms 
of Lichfield, which is a Maſſacre, would become him ; 


and the Leper's Motto, Unclean, Unclean (a). 


God is Perfection in the Abſtratt, and the Fountain 
of Honour, which is a Ray or Appendage of Perfecti- 
on. The nearer any Man approaches to Perfection, 
the nearer he muſt approach to Honour. Virtue has 


a Tendency to Per ſection, becauſe tis an Imitation of 


the Deity where he is imitable; therefore the virtu- 
ous Man is honourable. Vice is a Deviation from 
Virtue, a Contradiction and Enmity to God, the 
Fountain of Honour : Therefore a vicious Man is diſho- 
nourable. | wt 2, ; 
Power and Place are but Circumſtances, that can't 
alter the Nature of the Thing; and may command 
almoſt any thing but true and inward Reſpect: ”y 
4 : tne 


— 1 
— — 
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(a) Levir, xiii. 45. 


8 GIF. © 
the Cap and Knee may be paid by ſach as curſe while 
they bow. A Meteor drawn from Bogs is gaz d at, 
but not vala d. If a Man can't credit his Station 
Merit, he may be endur d, tho' not reſpected; an 
appears like an Owl perch'd high at Noon, or blind 
Sampſon, ſet out to make Sport (a). 5 
There cannot be Evil, but where there is ſome 

Good; becauſe Evil is a Corruption of Good; a Defi- 
ciency in that Nature where Good was ſettled. Now 
God being Gopdreſs it ſelf, Evil muſt be abhorrent to 
him; becauſe tis the directeſt oppoſite. Honour being 
the Reſult of Goodneſs or Perfection, and Virtue being 
the Imitation ofdivine Goodneſs, or Tendency to Per- 
fection; the natural Means of becoming honourable, 
noun be the Practice of vertuous and generous Actions. 

or, 34S; | $ . 
'Tis not a Piece of Sheep-Skin, and Bees-Wax, that 
makes a Man truly honourable ; but Virtue —_ 
in the ſeveral Acts of U ſefulneſs and Morality (6): 

| £ Ry * The 


o 


— „ 


(4 jodg. xvi: 25, 


(b) Thus Vpton de militari Officio, lib. 1. p. 64. Nihil aliud 


eſt vera nobilitas quam vita humana clara virtutibus per elec. 
tionem, & habitum animæ Intellectualis, exterius operantis —— 
nec nobttiras eſſe poteſt, ubi virtus deeſt. N 
— - Mulierum Raptores capite puniantur —— (jb. 4 
meretrices longe ab exerciru, ad minus per unam leucam 


ſub pena fratturz ſiniſtri bracchii meretricis. — Id. lib. 4. 


14. 

N virtute remotã | 
Migrat in exilium nobilitatis honos. Matt. Vindocienſis in 
poet r ia. 9 
Nobilitas ſola eſt animum quz moribus ornat. Galterus de 

Caſtellione. | ; 
Nobilitas ſola eſt atque unica Virtus. Juven. 
Nobilitas hominis niſi turpia nulla timere. Ovid. 

Nec cenſus nec opes nec clarum nomen Ayorum, 

Sed Probitas magnum, ingeniumque facit. Id. de Ponto. 


Sanctias 


| | | ( 30 J fs 
The Thief, with his Pitchy Hands, carries off what 
he touches, and we hear no more of it: But the un- 
clean Perſon daubs and ſullies whatever he lays his 
Hands on; and the Mark remains a Blemiſh and Scan- 
dal. He injures: the innocent, or hardens the impu- 
dent; Whoever converſes with him is the worſe for 
him. He goes about ſcattering Miſchief, which mul- 
1947 * deſcends; whereas Jeſus went about doing 
0 49. 2 1 . _ IS 
1 Adulterers are treacherous (b); lack Underſtanding 
(c); wait for the Twilight (4), join themſelves to Har- 
lots (e); do the Drudgery or Work of an imperious who- 
riſp Woman (); vitiate Familes with the Seed of Adul- 
terers and Whores (g), ina literal Senſe; contrive how | 
to be ungrateful to God, and a Plague to Men. If 
this be Honour, then has Mankind hitherto been miſ- 
taken in their Notion and Opinion of Things. Then 
is the Devil, who goes about ſeeking whom he may de- 
vour (h), a Being of Honour. Bat" + 
I think with Tally, That the Conſent. of all Nations 
may be deem'd a Law of Nature; therefore don't _ 
| ES der 


—— 


Sanctius eſt me meis geſtis florere; quam majorum opinioni initi; 
& ita vivere ut ſim poſteris nobilitatis initiun; & virtutis 
exemplum. - Tully contra Saluſtium, n ot 

Summa apud Deum nodilitas eſt, clarcre Virtutibus ——Says 

 _Teronimus de conjugio. Rat r e e ; 
Sine Bonitate, nulla majeſtas —— Says Seneca, 

*Oroman wil T0. vohuy Says Euripides. | 
Fiflures, Bordures, Baſtons Siniſter in Heraldry ; mean a Di- 
minution. | 8 26101 7 | | 
To the ſame Purpoſe, the Annotator upon Upton, pag. 21, 32. 
cites Bartholus, Spelman, and Hopgjngus, who ſpeaking of 
Baſtardy, has theſe Words —— ex infauſto, damnabili, & 

bbliquo congreſſu. | 

Si poſſit Foraicatio.& Mæchia denud admitti, poterit & Chriſ- 

tus denud mori. Tertull. de Pudjcitia. f 

(a) Acts x. 38. (e) Jer. ix. 2. (e) Prov. vi. 32. 

(4) ſob xxiv. 15. (e) 1 Cor. vi. 16. (f) Ezek. xvi. 30. 

(e) Iſa lvii. 3. (5) 1 Per. v. 8. 


(C3r) 
der that they all concur to ſhew their Reſentment and 
Indignation at this deſtructive Vice, by their reſpec- 
tive local Laws and Penalties. Heathens, Jews, Chriſe 
ti ans, in all Ages, agreeing to puniſh this Sort of Im- 
morality with Death, Pains, Baniſhment, and other 
Methods of Diſcredit, ' plainly ſnew their united Ab- 
horrence: for an Account of which, the World is 
oblig d to Mr. Collier (a). Tis rather Matter of 
Wonder, that ſeeing the Crime is ſo univerſally con- 
demn'd, that Mankind have not duly executed the 
Laws in Being, or framed others more effectual. 


- There is a Puniſhment in Sweden, which Coiners and 


Nevil formerly underwent in England, that deters 
more than Death; as Experience ſhews. But 
Admit the World had not been unanimous in puniſh- 
ing this Vice, there is in the Nature of Things affix d 
to it ſuch Shame and Reproach, that any thing which 
pretencs to Ingenuity and Modeſty, or values it ſelf 
upon the Dignity of its Nature, would ſcorn and ab- 
hor to deſerve. The Imputation is fo frightful, that 
even Pride may ſecure them, if nothing elſe will. 
The hire of a Whore, and price of a Dog (b), are 
coupled. There is not a Creature look'd upon ſo 
much askew, or ſunk into. the Dregs of Infamy, nau- 
ſeated and abandon'd ſo much, as a common Strum- 
pet. The thinking and unthiaking have a meaner 
Opinion of a common Whore, than a common Shore: 
Nay, even. the Man who debauches a Woman, can't 
endure her afterwards; but ſhe appears to him mon- 
ſtrous, vile, filthy. Ariſe, be gone, put her out, bolt 
the Door after her, (aid Amnon, when he had lain 
with Tamar (c). He bated her exceedingly, ſo that the 
Hatred wherewith he hated her, was greater than the 
Love where with he had loved her. 


£9) It 


* 


LAI 


(a) Eflay on Whoredom, | (5) Deut. xxiii. 18. 
() 2 Sam. Xii. * — 


C32) 

(a) If the fair Sex would conſider this mortifyi 
Uſage 3: If they would but confider how awful an 
commanding their Virtue makes Them, what Droſs 
and Ruines They become when parted from It; as 

Troy was burnt and plough'd' up after the Palladium 
was loſt. If they did but weigh what Eſteem and 
Diſtance their Honour creates, what Scum and Refuſe 
they are accounted when debauch'd; it would make 
them value themſelves more than they do: But if they 
under value themſelyes,, Men will be ſo complaiſant as to 
do ſo too. If they would not depreciate Themſelves, 

none elſe dare. It muſt be a cutting Conſideration to 
any Woman of Spirit, that has any Soul, or Spark 
of Honour left in her, to think, that when ſhe has 
been bubbled out of her Virtue and Charms, by an 
empty, vain, frothy, | ing Coxcomb, he has tramp- 
led upon her like Dirt, and uſed her like a Dog. - 

When the Alileſian Women, upon ſome ſmall Dy 
taſt, frequently deſtroy'd themſelves, to be reveng' 

on others, the Magiſtracy made an Order that the 

Corpſe of every Fele de ſe, ſhould be expos'd naked 

for ſome time, Which wrought an effectual Cure: 

Modeſty prevailing over Reſentment. | 

It were to be wiſh'd, that the Women now. a-days 

would entertain ſuch a decent Eſteem for themſelves, 
as would make them ſcorn to put themſelves in the 

Power of any Libertine-Fop to treat them ſcurvily; 

eſpecially when they daily meet with ſo many living 

Monuments of Pity and Infamy. Some upon the Pa- 

Tiſh-Book ; others in Goals; ſome totter ing about the 

Streets, as walking Shades, and ghaſtly. Spectres; 

rotten and ragged, without Bread or Nofes 3 whipt, 
avoided, curs d. Very ſignificant, and emphatical 
are Tamar's Words to Amnon (b); And 1, whither 


ſhall I cauſe my Shame to go? and as for Thee, 2 
alt 


—_—_—. 


CG abc. . \ 
(4) —— Levis una mors eſt 
. - . . - Virginum culpz — Horace car. 1.3, Ode 27, 
G 


(3). 


Ault be 44 00 af te 2 rac, The warnd, 
nour, * — 405 got 5 2 2 275 
is not eaſily oy away, It begins in F i ops 
in Shame and Scandal. When a ke? is cal 
deep Divch (b), a deep Pit; and the n Who falls 
into it, {aid to be abborred of the d (s); one 
would think it were enough to amaze and terrify.the 
51 and ſecnre the innocent of either Sex- 
— — Woman is 79 ec 
Chaſtity and arè venerable in 
— own 2 and will bets as long as the World 
endures When 8 Man has Jaſt his own Modeſty and 


where he meets it in other 
Tis hard e 


Incontinence, in ſome 


Miſchief, or or any Vice, that 
* not contribute 


towards. Such is its Malignity, that it s and 
1 People 3 bereaves them 'of the Ule of their 
wiſer Powers ; and ſets them in the high of 
Abundance of Evils. 


An Habit af Whoredom fears and benums the 
Mind ; for being tranſacted without Witneſs and in 
the Dark, Impunit y is miſtaken for lanacencez what 
can't be proved, is not counted wicked: as if, Diſco- 
very only made an Action immoral, and wiping the 
Mouth, was a Teſtimony of having done no Wicked- 
— 5 Repentance begins at Conviction of Mind; 


if People will delude themſelves , by fencing 


_ Conviction, and think it = Crime, becauſe ir 
does not appear on Evidence; they deviate from the 
Paths of Life (f); confound the — Difference of 
Good and Bad; mock the 9 of God; walk 


upon 


(a) Prov, vi. 33. (6) hap. xxiii. 27. (e) Chap. $xii. 14. 
p. xiv. 9. 2 Sam. vi. 20. 
0 a) — o 45 2 ci Nr dan lx Abl, @AAG n 
Fo, 1 17 K5T icy Seri x 10) proves oy engen. Epictetus. 
(e) Prov. xxx, 20. (f) Chap. bi, Ig, 


e ſhe complies; one 


Chaſtity, and finds the — of it, he'll revere it 
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. 
upon the Brink of Hell; are undone without a MB. 
racle, if the Thread of Life ſhould break. 
When once People give themſelves up to this Vice, 
they value neither Safety, Fame, Family, Eſtate, 
Quiet, nor Heaven it ſelf. Whatever the beſt and 
Wiſeſt Men have ſedately and unaninioufly agreed to 
ſet a Value upon, and call Good; they' ſacrifice all to 
this Monſter, and themſelves too. It ruines ancient 
Families; creates Diſcord, Deſolation, Poverty, Du- 
els,” Wars; and all the Misfortunes conſequent there- 
on. It help'd to deſtroy the old World, and makes 
the preſent World a Scene of Miſery.” WH 55 
A good Man walks as in the Eye of God, believes 
every Action will be ſifted and weigh'd; prepares him- 
ſelf dy Purity and Holineſs; to enjoy an [heavenly 
Bliſs, and ſecure his Soul. An uncleàn Perſon caſts 
about how to enjoy his Luſts, and ſecure his Charac- 
ter. | He walks in the dark, and ſays, who ſeeth, who 
knoweth (a)? Let his Reputation be untouch'd; he 
values not how he defies his Maker, by breaking his 
Laws; or what Injury he does his Neighbour.” His 
Having Recourſe to Darkneſs and Diſguiſe, plainly 
coe that he is aſham'd of what hie is going about; 
and that he thinks himſelf not anſwerable, purely 
becauſe he is not nom n. 
And whereas Shame facedneſs, or Modeſty, is a Curb, 
Reſtraint, and Preſervative againſt committinga 
Crime; and Shame, upon reflecting after a Commiſſ: 
on, may prove an Occaſion of Repentance; filthy 
Perſons, who ſneak about in the dark, or skulk be- 
bind a Vizor, defye all the natural Advantages of 5 
inbred Modefty, as well as Shame created by Re-Conſi- 
geration ; by letting looſe a wild Beaſt that no Body 
owns. This Beaſt tramples upon Virtue, without the 
common-Check-or Reſtraint of innate Modeſty, and 
without the common Danger of being diſcover'd and 
accountable. The Riſque that naturally is N to 
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(35). 

Vice being artificially evaded, Virtue is outraged 3 
fenc'd by Inviſibility, the Poiſon is ſcatter'd without 
the Poſſibility of Puniſhment, preventing, or Anti- 
dote. For, the. Peftilence that walketh in Darkneſs, is 
as fatal as the Deſtruction that wafteth at Noon, or the 
Arrow that flieth by Day (a); and carries with it the 
poor Satisfaction of being kill'd hood-wink'd, or incog- 
mee, ' 4128 ; 8 
A Blot is no Blot till 'tis hit, is true at Back gam- 
mon; but tis vile Reaſoning, and falſe Morality: for 
ſurely a Stab in the Dark, is a Stab ſtill. | Tas al my. 
wicked Cuntriuquce ſaid Niſus in Virgil (b), when he 
flew from a Thicket at Night. A random Shot may 
give a mortal Wound, tho' we can't convict the Per- 
fon who did the Miſchief. I never heard the Blacks 

leaded they did no Harm, becaaſe they were in 

ifguiſe; what Opinion the Nation had of that Sort 
of Maſquerade is well known; nor can I believe a poi- 
ſon'd Arrow leſs fatal, tho' I can't diſcern the Hand 
that flung it.  Jugglers may play Tricks, and deceive 
our Sight; but he that imagines the Deity can be im- 

d upon by Darkneſs, or a little painted Canvaſs, 
lieves a Deity of Clouts; that is, no God at all. 
An appearing Openneſs and Freedom, with a reſolute 
Reſerveadneſs, as little appearing as poſſible, has been 
mention'd as the Art of Converſation, -To look thro' 
others, and not be ſeen one's ſelf, (as (c) Aneas 
wandred about Carthage inviſibly) is arch and clever. 
Still no Man can think that · Art mult joſtle out Probi- 
ty, or worldly Wiſdom deface Sincerity; much leſs 
that doing an immoral Act, without being diſcerned, 
can either excuſe or * te that immoral Act. 

8 2 | Hows 
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. (65) ——Adſum qui feci — mea fraus omnis. n. 9. 
(e) At Venus obſcuro grad ie ntes acre ſepſit, 
Et multo nebulz circum Dea ſud it amictu 


Cernere ne quis eos. Virgil, An. lib. 1, 


| 
L 
| 
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(36) 
| However incontinent Perſons, who trapfact their 
Vices in the dark, or hy in Ambuſ} bebind 4 Marky 


— gloſs and palliate their Actions; one thing ſee 
to ſtick and depreeiate them. They think tis all well, 
i —. can but eſcape cenſute. They value not whom 
they injure, provided they are not call'd to Account 
for it. They don't aft upon the Square of doing ag 
they would be done by.—They neither love nor value 
any Body excepr 'themſelyes, but think the World 
was mad for them to range in; and every thing they 
could lay hold on was their own, and to be apply'd 
to their Luſts. This very Opinion ig dangerous to 
Society, and qualifies them moſt — for a Foreſt 
among Beaſts and Savages. For ''. (| © 

They are directed by Sbew and Appearance; not by! 
any rea! Principle of Houaur and Virtne. If they can 
but act the Fiypocrite well, avoid a poſitive Charge 
and Proſecuti zn, aud ſave their Credit, tis all they 
aim at. They matter not who is cheated, or de- 
bauch'd, or prophan d; ſo it can't be fix d on them as 
Actors. voy regard not who are Sferers; fo it 
can't be prov'd that they were Doers: They are un- 
coneern'd about the Oneaſinefs and Ruine they create 
to others; if they but fence againft a Diſcovery. They 
conſider the Penalty, not the Obligation of a Law: up- 
on which Principle, or rather Miſtake, Murder would 
be no Murder, unleſs it were found out and prov'd. 
Whoever are govern'd by theſe Sentiments, are the 
Bane of Order and py. 

The Neighbourhood of ſuch Perſons is not to be 
coveted, becauſe the Set of Principles which ſteers 
them, tends to annoy and difſolve civil Society; and 
an unſeen Enemy is more dangerous, than one declar'd 
and barefac'd. | 

If a Scciety were form'd only cf theſe inſidious 
Perſons, void of Honour and Honeſty, (it would be 
Res unius ætatis, as the (4) Hiſtorian mentions of 

Rome, 


Tn) 
Rome, when it only confifted of Males,) The Pox 
would eat up the Polity in one Age, if the Cut- 
Throats woald let it Kft ſo long: i at 
Few there be, 1 hops, who g/ory in their Shame (a); 
tho ſomethere be, who vaunt of having Companions 
of Diſtinction in this Crime, to ſhelter ' themſelves. 
Perfons drowning, catch at Twigsz and when they 
want Senſe, multiply Words true or falſe. Squinting 
Innuendo's diſcover a Pett, but prove nothing. 
Wbo can believe that Perſons indulg'd with the beft 
Means of being and doing good; adyantaged by Birth 
Fortune, Alliance, Title, and whatever elſe the World 
has yoted defirable, ſhould nngratefally throw in their 
BenefaQor's Face the Filth of Life, and encourage 
Non-ſenſe and Naſtineſs by Example? 
Men of Rank and Cultivation can't but know, that 
we were all as Clay in the Hands of the great Potter; 
who, by mere Motion, and Plenarty of Freedom, 
made one Veſſel to Honour, another to Diſponour (b) 3 
and the more eligible Condition falling to their Share, 
they are fo Suck the more obliged; and they can't, 
in Point of Gratitade, but revere and honour their 
good Creator, becauſe he has conferr'd on them Ho- 
nour. God having entruſted them with Power and 
Variety of Means of doing Good, and given them 


* 


Wealth by Heaps, it can't be ſuppoſed that they will 


plant a. Battery againſt Heaven upon thoſe Heaps; 
and be the more lewd, becauſe they are the more 
beholden, more in Debt, accountable to God for more 
than others. Filthy Vapours may obſcure the Sun 
that exhal'd them; but Men of Diſtinction, can't for- 
get who made the Difference. | 

Fools may make a Mock of Sin (c), and deſpiſe Wiſ- 
dom, but Men of Breeding and Size are not to be cen- 
ſar'd upon Hear-ſay ; for their Stations draw on Envy 
and Temptations , which claim Allowances. Still 


ſhould 


** 
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(a) Phil, in. 19, (6) 2 Tim, ii, 20. (e) Prov, xiv, 9, 
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Honld there, be any who abuſe their Quality, and 
turn the Opportunities of doing Good the wrong 
Way; they are extremely to be lamented for their 
own Sakes; for to whom nuch is given, of them much 
will be required (a); and they had better never been 
born, than to invert the Deſign of Providence, by be- 
coming Champions for Vice, when they had it in 
their Power to do abundantly more Good than others. 

God is no Reſpefter of Perſons (b). As there is none 
truly Good (c), ſo there is none abſolutely great but 


Himſelf. A Nations before. him are as à drop of a 


bucket, as graſhoppers, as nothing. leſs than nothing (d). 
The Maſter 2 muſt be judged by one Law: 
He who ſincerely makes that Law the Rule of his 
Actions, takes the ready and only Road to Happineſs: 
For Virtue and Happineſs are ſimilar, of a Piece, dif- 
fer only in Degree. Virtue is Happineſs begun; Hap- 
pines is the natural Conſequence and End of. Virtue. 
ike Jacob's: Ladder (e), the Foot flood on the Earth, 
the Top reached to Heaven. There is an eſſential Con- 
gruity betwixt Virtue and Happineſs: The Practice 
of Moral Duties regularly lead to a State of Com- 
fort (f), as Vice is the Beginning of Sorrow. If a 
Man puts himſelf in the Road that leads to Paris only, 
to Paris he muſt cou. die wioinss 
There is in the Order and Diſpoſition of Thin 8, 
an effectual Tendency and Aptitude of Virtue to Bliſs; 
and the accidental Circumſtances of worldly Poſition, 
or human Relation, which we have invented to con- 
verſe by, and ſerve a mutual Convenience; can't alter 
the Nature of the Thing, which is intrinſick and inſe - 
parable from it ſelf. So that all > hs who have Souls, 
and thereby bear the Image of God, of What Colour, 
or of which Side ſoever of the Line they live; if they 
a; 1971 1-760? \ Ae 
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(a) Luke xii. 483. (5) Deut. x. 17. (c) Matt. xix. 17; 
(4) Ifa, xl. 15, 17, 22. (e) Gen. xxviii 12. 
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uſe the Talents and Faculties entruſted with them by 
proper Means, to due Ends, have a ſufficient Power 
tho' perhaps in differing Meaſure) of recommending 
themſelves to their common Creator and beſt Friend ; 
that is, of imitating that great and good Being, who 
gave them ſuch Faculties, and ſet them ſuch Laws. 

Revelation has much improv'd and brightned the 
Moral Law, by facilitating the Work; — 4 
the Reward; and other advantageous Methods. G | 
having engaged to reward our poor and very un- 
worthy Services, due in Virtue of Creation, has 
made himſelf Debtor to his Word, not us; and his 
Veracity aſſuring the Performance, the Goodneſs of 
our God has made better Terms for us, than we could 
for our ſelves. As this Dignation renders the Chriſti- 
an more conſpicuous in general, as Saul was among the 
People (a); 10 does it lay faſter Hold of the Chriſtian; 
and enhance the Favour of Diſcovery; and more pecu- 
liarly engages People of Condition, who profels Chril- 
tianity, becauſe they have vaſt Advantages in particu- 
lar of promoting Goodneſs. 

But if their Light be Darkneſs (b); if they ſhed ill 
Influences from alofr, like ill- conducted Phaeton, our 
Buſineſs will be to ſecure ourſelves by living by Pre- 
cept; pity ſuch as are guided by Example only, and 
pray for them who do Harm by Example. 

The divine Law makes the Simple become Wiſe (c); 
by ennoFiing the Mind, and inuring it to de conver- 
ſant with moſt glorious Objects; by regulating the Fa- 
culties, and making them point right; by duly affec- 
ting our Hope and Fear; the two uſual Springs of hu- 

man Movement. Now if the unclean Perſon would 
calmly aud ſeriouſly fit down in his Cloſet, to conſider 
the Import of ſome few Lines of that Law 3 tis to be 
hoped he may be cured of his great Hurry to be ruin'd, 
and plack himſelf as a brand out of the fire (a). 
eld f The 
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(a). 1 Sam. XN, 23. 0 Matt. vi. 23. (c fal xix. 7 
(a) Zech. itt, 2. and Amos ir. ti, - * 0 ) e 10 
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The wiſe Man tells us, Prov; vi. 32. That the Adul - 
terer deftroys his own Soul. This is a ſhort, but 
horrible Account of Adultery. To deſtroy, is the 
Work of an Abaddon, or Apollyon (a). To deſtroy 
any thing valuable by Nature, Art, or Opinion, out 
ol Humour or Spight, is look d npon obliquely. But 
Beides t this Candle of the Lord (b), {hs Ray of 
Divinity ; to trample into the Kennel this curious 
Piece, that has the divine Image ſtampt on it; to de- 
ſtroy a noble Creature, of divine Original, deſign d a 
Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, capable of enjoying God 
imſelf, whoſe. Ranſom coſt ſo much, is a Stretch of 
Miſchief uncommon ; faftoring for Hell gratis: as if 
he would curry Favour with. his greateſt Enemy by 
making a voluntary Preſent, of what is moſt valuable 
and unrede ble. , 3 4 t 1 
Divine Authors tell us, that Furnicators and Adulte- 
rers ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God (c); ſhall be 
excluded the New. Jeraſules ; ſnall have their Part in 
the Lale that burns with fre and brimftene (d). Either 
theſe ſacred and ſerious Truths are believed, or they 
are not. If they are, tis enough to diſpirit and ſhri- 
vel the moſt daring Sinners; damp their Purſuit of 
Refuge in little Tricks; and fright them into their 
Senſes and Duty: for no thinking Mortal would ſtea - 
dily keep on in the high Road which leads one ly to 
Miſery. If they are not, then methinks the Prin- 
ciples of natural Religion (that being theÞr higheſt 
Law and dernier Reſort ;) ſhould ſeize and ſtop them: 
becauſe Man is not onely a Rational, but Religious 
Creature by Definition; and tis a difficult thing to 
fine a — Atheiſt, becauſe tis a difficult 
hing to be one; or form the Idea of ſuch a Wretch. 
But if neither the Thunder or Lightning reveal'd, 
nor the Sink ings or Forebodings of Conſcience, born 
and bred up with them, can reduce them, they — 
pitileſs 
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(a) Rev. ix. 11. (b) Prov. xx. 27. (c) 1 Cor, vi. 
G, I0,, Gal.v.19, (d) Rev. xxi, 8. Chap. xxii. 15. 
Vid. Epheſ. v. 3, 3. 1 Tim. i. 9, 10. Heb, xiii. 4. 
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pitileſs Sacrifice to vile Aﬀe&jons: And (I am ſorry 
to ſay a Truth that ſounds harſh) God, who is Love 
itſelf (a), will lauzh and mock when Calamity comes (b). 

'Tis ſurely an Infatuation of uncommon! Size, to 
perſiſt in a Vice condemned by moral, reveal'd and 
municipal Law; hated by God; detrimental to Men; 
founded in Filth, practis d by Stealth : which Hypo- 
crites commit, and Monſters own. Name but Purity 
and Chaſtity; you have Admirers enough. Name 
but the Conſequences of Uncleanneſs, Chambering and 
Wantonneſs (c), Hypocriſy, and Per fidiouſneſs; endure 
them who can. R Ka 6 WIE 

I beg pardon of the Company, ſaid the Gentleman, 
for conſuming ſo much of their Time with my Way 
of Talking, in which Lobferved but little Methed or 
Dreſs; becauſe I look'd upon what was ſaid, to be of 
no great Moment. | e? 1 in 

I differ from you, ſaid the Lawyer, and could have 


convinced of the Diſeaſe, and its Malignity. - 
No, Sir, ſaid the Gentleman, Directions will better 

become your Mouth than mine; aud there leave it. 
Why then, ſaid the Lawyer, if you'll put it upon 
me; [I'll give you a few Hints, with great Sincerity 
and Mainneſs; only 21 this: — That by the 
juſt Judgment of God, He that ſoweth to the Fleſh, 
does frequently of the Fleſh reap Corruption (d) literal- 
ly; he ſtinks above Ground; rots alive; has the 
Mark of the Beaſt upon him in ſuch large Characters, 
that he who runs may read his W:ckeaneſs by bis Punifſh- 
ment: by which peculiar Stroke God ſignally aſſerts 
his Honour and Providence; for the Plague pointing 
at the Crime awakens the Sufferer and others, who 
may eaſily obſerve the Conformity betwixt the Sin and 
Suffering, That tho' Fornication is not fo heinous a 
Crime as Adultery, in = of ſome Conſequences 
| - 2 attending 
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| («) John iv, 8. (5) Prov. i, 26, (e) Rom. xiii. 13, 
Gal, vi. 8. © 4 os 
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wiſh'd that you would tell us'a Remedy; for I am 


(42) 


ateniling Adultery 3 E they both proceed from a 
5 


vitiated, corrupt Mind; direaly violate the Moral 
and Revealed Law]; and naturally tend to Ruin and 
Confuſion. . 3 0 | 
Now, be the Woman never ſo common and pro- 
fels'd ; yet ſhe has a Soul to be ſav'd ; Relations to 
be griev'd; Neighbours to be ſcandaliz d. The Wretch 
who deals with her, would not have his own Relati- 
ons treated as Harlots (a); and yet, at the Peril of 
his own Salvation, he deals by another, as he would 
not be dealt by Himſelf. This indeed is the golden 
Rule, and was ſuch a darling and favourite Axiom 
with the Roman Emperour, that he order'd it to be 
wrote in ſeveral Places in his Palace; and the Execu- 
tioner to repeat it {ſeveral times, While he was puniſh- 
ing a MalefaQor., ; , _ = : 
his equitable Rule, Do as von would be done by, | 
recommend to be grove on every Man's Heart; up- 
permoſt in every Mind; a Guide or Meaſure of his 
Actions. This is my firſt Hint towards a Cure: Very 
effettual it would prove, if People would keep them- 
ſelves awake and conſiderate; and let this noble Prin 
giple influence and govern. - If this Man of Filth and 
Poilon: be not in too much Haſt, I'll help him to a So- 
toguy 5 which was overheard: from a Perſon exactly 
like himſelf, to entertain his Thoughts a little before 


he goes out a Gallanting. Wy 4b 
I intend this Day to debanch ſome Woman, no 
„ Matter who or what ſhe is: but ſhould another, ' as 
£ lewd as my ſelf, debauch my Wife in my Abſence, 
-*. how ſhould 1 relith That ? Perhaps] may commu- 
© nicate a Diſtemper io an innocent honeſt Husband by 
the Whore his Wife: Should 1 be ſerved ſo, how 
could I take it? Perhaps | may help a Man to an 
„Heir for his Eſtate, and thereby cheat his innocent 
legitimate Children; and do other Miſchief: but 
© how:could I bear ſuch Uſage my ſelf? I look upon 

| * Women 


© 3 4 
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(a) Gen, xxxiv. 31, 
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Women to be a Sort of wild Creatures, you may 
© have them for catching, ſeize them they are your 
* own : but ſhould another Maa think ſo too, and try 
© the Experiment on.my Wife, wy Siſter, my Daugh- 
© ter, my Relation: would my Patience hold out? 
probably this Day I may ſow the Seeds of Quarrel 
© and Jealouſy in a peaceable Family, that never may 
© be rooted up: how could I endure This, were the 
© Tables turn'd ? No Man in the World loves himſelf 
© better than I do, in Truth I neither love nor value 
© any Body elſe ; for I look upon Mankind as born for 


my Uſe, if I have Skill enough to impoſe upon them. 


] love my Eaſe abroad and at home; that my Credit, 
© Safety, and Quiet, ſhould be preſerv'd : what ſhould 
© I think, ſay or do, if any wicked Perſon ſhould in- 
© vade my Right to what I eſteem ſo valuable? But 


© hold, whither am I going! I ſhall deviate into Senſe, 


© and enſnare my ſelf into Virtue if | han't a Care. 
© Avant Reaſon, Reflexion, Duty, Honour; ſleep 
« Conſcience till I awake you. Be chang'd ye eternal 
Nature of Things. Deity become no Deity, while 
© | revel; for lam a ſtrutting Worm, and am not to 
be governed this Day, but by Luſt, Bully, or Pimp. 

Another Hint is; That before any Perſon goes out 
of his Room In the Morning, he ſhould cut out the 
Day, and make proper Appointmen:s of Buſineſs ro 
. Part; that he might not be like a Cork upon 
the Thames, or an empty Veſſel turn'd a drift, with- 
out Anchor or Ballaſt, at the Command of every 


+ Wind. 


Idleneſs is not only miſchievous, but an unnatural 
Lethargy ; contrary to the original Poſition and Kela- 
tiveneſs of 1hings eflabliſli'd by our good God. Hu- 
man Faculties ard Spirits were form'd to »nove, not 
ftagnate : and regular Motion tends to Uſefulneſs, 
Man was made with Powers to deſign, and Members 
ro execute: Sleepineſs is the Image of Death, and 
Stagnation an Apoplexy. A Perſon who purpoſes to 
be idle, when every one ele is lively, contriving and 
active; is as if an Officer upon Guard, or Merchant 

82 upon 


(444), | 
upon the Exchange: ſhould formally put on his Night- 
cap for a Napp. | N | 

The Miracle of | 
chaniſm of the Body; (each minute Part of which 
duly conſider'd, even now we are fo 8 
ptoves 4 wiſe Creator:) demonſttate a Bent and Ten- 
dency to be buſy, and uſeſul. Man in his very Inno- 
cence was deſigu'd for Employment z as after the Fall 
doomꝭd to Labour. Before the Tranſgreſſion, he was 
to dreſs and keep the Garden of Eden; and after it, to 
eat Bread in the Sweat of his Face (a). Every Mortal 
was born to Buſineſs, the greateſt Emperor has moſt. 
A Perſon who can employ himſelf, bas a manifeſt Ad- 


2 


* 
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Senſation; and the ſtupenddus Me- 


vantage of another that is idle. Even a Pretence to 
Buſineſs, is a Skreen from being pick'd up by Strow- 


lers. For at all times ſome Perſons will be idle; and 
whither ſhould they go, but to Perſons as idle as 
themſelves. An idle Habit, lays a Man in the Way to 
be hit, like a ſhort, Bawl ; and expoſes him to Tempra- 
tions of divers Kinds, but to this Vice more eſpecially. 

| Horace aptly calls it Laſciva Licentia (b), Laſri- 
vions Indelence ; becauſe Idleneſs naturally tends to 
Venery. Theophraſtus (or divine Speaker, ſo call'd 
by Afriſtotle, whoſe Scholar and Succeſſor in his 
School he was) ſpeaking of Love, calls it, 2490. 
abuxis 2007s, the Affection of an idle or 2 
Mind. lo the fame Purpoſe, Horace has another 
beautiſul Expreſſion, inviting his Friend to be mer- 
ry and unbend, ſays, (c) —— munitegue adbibe vim 


Sapientia, Which I think will bear this ConſtruRion, - 


— Looſen your ſelf from being ſerious ; Lay aſide your 
Guard of W.ſdom: Let's be idle and play the Fool, As 
if Imployment was Proof againſt Impertinencies 955 


—— > ä WA A 2 


(a), Gen. ii. 15 Chap. iii. 19. (6) Hor. Carm. 1ib, 1. Ode 
19. (c) Id. Carm, lib. 3. Ode 28. 13 
(d) Jſocrates commending Hipponicus, has this Expreſſio 
(ad Demonicum) ov9% je qu datiioe F Blot, & To pp 
Toy mi For dur, TH N Wuxi v, nurdures viper, He 


did 


(45) 


The Reaſon why Solomon forſook the Wiſdom of God ſo 
ſoon, was, becanſe be had no outward Diſcipline to keep 
him employ'd, as Dr. Goodman in his Winter- Evening 
Conference cites from St. Gregory. Buſineſs becomes 
every Man, as Idleneſs diſgraces him. EV 9” n 
diebe, ſays Hlefod. Employment is no Diſcredit; fo 
far from it, that it is a Safeguard and Protection from 
various Follies: When the Mind is intent and beſpoke, 
ow no Room for the Fancy to be roving after 
rifles. þ 
And therefore wiſe Legiſlators had always an e ſpe- 
cial Regard to encourage Induſtry and Application to 
Buſineſs, as great Service to the Pablick, which is 
made up of private Perſons. Solon made a Law, that 
the Son fpould not be obliged to relieve his Parents gronn 
Ola, if they had not bred him to Buſineſs (a). And the 
Jews have a Saying, — That he who does not breed his 
Son to Buſineſs, deſigus him to be a Thief. | 
The whole World is one great. Emporium of Ne- 
goce; and a Perſon who has nothing to do in it, looks 
as if he did not belong to it. Human Life, as tis ma- 
naged, is a Sort of Hurry; where ſo many are driving 
to and fro about their reſpective Affairs; to ſee others 
ſtand idle, liſtleſs, olcitant; is not much unlike the 
Statues in the Nitches upon the Exchange; who take 
up Room, ſtand high, look grave and ſolemn in the 
midſt of Buſineſs, but are really fupid. ” 2 
. | | ere 
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did not ſpend his Life in Sloth; but exerciſed his Body in La- 
bours : whereby his Mind became Proof againſt Dangers. 
Seneca ſays thus. Illorum breviſſima ac ſolicitiſſima ætas 
eſt, qui præteritorum obliviſcuncur, præſentia negligunt, de 
futuro timent; cum ad extrema venerint, ſero intelligunt mi- 
ſeri, tam din ſc, dum nihil agunt, occapatos fuiſſe. De brevi- 
tate Vite, Cap. 15.—Aliquid remporis tui, ſume etiam tibi — 
ſarius eſt Vice ſux Rationes, quam frumenti publici vöſſe. 
Cap. 18. To be able wiſely to account for one's own Time and Be- 
haviour, is better than to underſtand the Courſe of the Exchequer. 
© Ha 


* 


There are many Ways to employ a Gentleman, 
beſides Books and neceſſary Exerciſe or Recreation, 
which will keep him out of Harms Way, and ſecure 
him from Lewdneſs. Muſick, Painting, Engraving, 
Mechanics, Gardening, es Graffing, empro- 


ving Land, raiſmg Nurſeries of Timber, Mathema- 
ticks, Surgery, reconciling Differences, countenan- 
cing the Unfortunate and Induſtrious. If a Man's 
Heart ſtands right, he'll ſpend his Time innocently 
and uſefully, in ſuch a Manner as Chriſtian Prudence 
ſhall dire&, to his own eternal Safety, and the R 
proach of wicked Livers; who may do fo too if they 
pleaſe, and preſerve their Vineyards from being over- 
grown with Thorns and Nettles (a). That is, may 
prevent their Minds from being the Seat or Seed plat 
of unclean, filthy Thoughts; which may ripen into 
Actions, rather to be abhorred than nam d. 

Whole Nature is buſy, in its Intellectual, Inani- 
mate, Senſitive, and Vegetable Parts. Angels by their 
Activity and Spirituality are miniſtring Spirits (b); 
are highly honour d to receive and execute the Com- 
mands of our common Creator; and ſhine by their 

_ Employments The Sun travels about his Buſineſs, 
drops his Favours as he goes along; is never unem“ 
ploy d (c). The Stars, which we call fx'd, never ceaſe 
Motion about their own Axis; and are uſeful to fach 
as obſerve their reſpe&ive Appearances. The Planets 
influence and preſs according to their Nature; work 
above ; entertain and divert below. Wind and Storm 
(a) fulfil the Commands of our wile Creator. All the 
Elements are engaged in a perpetual Round of Buſi- 
neſs, adapted to their Nature, when our God gave 

| ; CU 


() Prov, xxiv. 31. (6) Heb. i. 14. | 

(e) This is ſpoken according to the Faun receiv'd Syſ. 

tem of the Stability of the Earth, and Motion of the Sun; 

thoꝰ the Stability ot the Sun is the better Syſtem, Vd. C heyne 

Philoſophical Principles, P. 234. 1 
(4) Pfal. cxlviii. 8. 


(47) 

out the Almighty Hat. The Beaſts, Birds, Fiſhes, Rep- 
tiles, inſets. — the never - ceaſing Method order d 
by Providence; and fill their Poſts. The Earth teems 
and brings forth; if that were idle, Mankind would 
periſh. The Devil too is active and ſtirring ; ſearch- 
ing and ſeeking whom he may devour (a). Nothing is ſo 
idle as Man ; nothing hurts him ſo much as being idle 
and inconſiderate. When an Heart or Mind is empty 
(b) G) that is, idling, unemploy'd, unbuſied; 
wicked Spirits are tempted to enter in, and dwell there: 
Next to doing quite nothing, or folding hands (c), 
is doing nothing to Purpoſe, waſting our Minutes in 
mock Buſineſs, and ſham Employments; whereby 
People cheat the World' and themſelves at once. 
Hence come the mighty Charms of a Looking-Glaſs, 
that gngages Perſons: to lift up their eager Eyes to 
nothing but that whole Hours together; and waſte a 
Morving, the beſt Part of Life, in decking, viewing, 
reviewing an Idol of their own making ; to whic 
onely they pay their Devotions. ; 

To dreſs, undreſs, alter the Proſpect, in order to 
found à Complacency toward ſelf, looks as if Nature 
were ſuſpected not to have done her Part; and the 
Report of the Glaſs was as uneaſy to the Gazer, as 
*twas to Acco (d). To marſhal and array a mean Sha- 
dow till it pleaſes, ſhews what Art; Vanity, ſtrong 
Fancy, and J/dleneſs can do. 

— — To oblerve ſeveral Looking Glaſſes 
nicely placed to cure the imaginary Defe& of having 
no Eyes behind; and ſet the back Parts before the 
Face — I) ſee People march, countermarch, curvett, 
and ſeem gratify*d at the Figure they have wrought 
themſelves into; would really create, or cure the 
Spleen : and bring to mind the noble Employment of 
Domitian. He indeed killed the Flies who intruded 
into his Privacies; but theſe buſy idle Perſons, paſs 


their 
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(a) 1 pet. v. 8. (6) Match. xii. 44. Ce) Prov. vi. 10. 
A, Acco went mad, when ſhe beheld her ugly Face in the 
b - 0 * | 
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their Retirements in a dangerous Plot 77 others 
as idle as themſelves. — How to fire and blow up a 
two · lggod unjeatber'd Animal, juſt come from parading 
at the Glaſs too. How to cultivate and make the moſt 
of a Temptation; im - pe Concupiſcence; Factor for 
Luft; and ſpread a Cobweb to entangle poor Inſects 
in Underſtanding. | * bx ond 

It would look very merry, if ſome People ſhould 
ſwear the Peace againſt the Valet and Tire Woman; 
but is in Truth an affecting Conſideration, That the 
Bleſſings of Wealth and Leiſure ſnould be turned to a 
Curſe, in being laid out to negotiate for Lewdneſs; 


0 . 
a - 


and ſo great a Part of Life conſumed upon Purpoſes 


unbecoming a Creature, Rational or Chriſtian. 
When God conducted [ſrael thro' the Wilderneſs ; 


their Entertainment was all Miracle. He fed them 


with Bread from Heaven (4), the Rock found them 
Drink (b). Under every Baſb lay greater Variety 
than the Shambles could ſhew ; and every Shrub could 
reproach the Cook and Conſectioner. The Wilderneſs 
abounded with better Proviſions than the Mar let. 
There was Plenty inſtead of | Barrenneſs, Paradiſe re- 
mov d into the Deſert. The panched Ground became a 
Pool; the thirſty Land Springs of Water (c), the barren 
did bear ſeven (d): There was more Danger of Surfeit 
than Famine; and Luxury it ſelf might have cry d 
out—What lack T yet (e) ? For they had the Food of 
Angels, able to content every Man' Delight, and agree 
ing to every Taft, and ſerving to the Appetite of the 
Eater, it temper d it ſelf to every Man's Liking (f). 
One might have thought nothing remain'd to be asked 
for; That they never would have been wneaſy at being 
Ea or Angry at being conſtantly pleas d. j 
ut alas! God him ſelf cannot pleaſe ſuch, who have 
nothing to do but find Fault. They are idle, and 
don't know what ails them. They were conſidering 


| how 
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(a) Pſal. cv. 40. (6) Pal. cxiv. 8. (e) Iſai. xxxv. 7. 
(a) Fm i. 5. (e) Marth, xix. 20, (f | id. Xvi. 21, 
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how to invent Wants: and caſting about how to raiſe 
a Grievance: Had their Time been taken up in proper 
Buſineſs, or earning daily Bread: Labour would have 
uſefully determin'd their rambling Minds, and ſweet- 
ned their Morſels at once. But being unemploy d, 
Feaſting and Idolatry AY came into their Heads : 
They ſate down to eat and drink, and roſe up to play (b). 
Not content with that excellent Proviſion made for 
their Bodies, they defired Meat for their Zufts (c): 
— Meat, not ſo much for Support and Health, to 
anſwer the Cravings and Demands of Nature, or Ends 
of Living; but Meat to gratity their extravagant Fan- 
cies, pamper Inclination. They muſt be dieted up to 
Laſciviouſneſs ; fed to a Crifis or Gift of catching fire 
eaſily : leſt Temptations ſhould be reſiſted, and Vice 
diſcouraged, .,, + ” 
Idle Perſons are not only the Booty of bad My, 
and Pity of good; but a Snare to themſelves; For by 
miſpending their Time, they ſeem to cry themſelves 
to be let to ſuch as bid neareſt Inclination. And what 
that is, ſufficiently appears in Lightneſs, Wantonneſs, 
and other artificial Methods of dumb Language,. 
Eyes full of Adultery (d); and the Shew of their Coun: 
renance witneſſing againſt them (e). IA 
(f) e/£gyftbus could not help his inceſtuous Deſcent, 


but his Adultery, which occafion'd. his own Death, 
and that of others, was cry owing to Jaleneſs. 


Dinah 


(a) Exod. xxxii. (6) 1 Cor. x. (c) In the Original, tis 
Meat for their Souls, Fſal. Ixxviii. 18. (d) 2 Pet. ii. 14. 
(e) Iſai. iii. 9, 16. | 


(f) Quzritur, Egęyſthus quare fic factus Adulter ? 
In prompru cauſa eſt; Deſidioſus erat. | 
| Fac monitis fugias otia prima meis. 
Hæc ut ames, faciunt; hæc quod fecere tuentur: 
Haæc ſunt jucundi cauſa, cibuſque mali. 
- Oria ſi rollas, periere cupidinis arcus; 
Contemptæque jacent: & ſine luce faces: 
Cedit Amor rebus ; Res age, tutus eris. 


— — — —— — _ - 


2% de Remedie Amorit, lib. 1; 


« M4 
Dinah COINS Time upon her Hands went out 
to ſee the Daughters of the Land (a), and met with the 
— of * and indolent David found out Bath- 
e e ee e eee e 
4 9 of Jaleneſ led the Inhabitants of Sodom 
to give themſelves over to Fornication, and go after other 
Heſh (c); till the frery Deluge, terrible and amazing; 
tin Hell pouring from the Clouds, ſer them forth an 
Example; and in a Manner became an Earneſt of 
their Suffering the Vengeance of eternal Fire 95 
- "Fdlene(s and Filth did as it were force the Deity to 
do bis Work, his firange Work (e), by Brimſtone and 
Fife; whereas the Mildneſs and Mercy of his Being 
moſt naturally appear in the Cool of the Day (Ff), the 
ſmall till Voice (g is £11483 2 1. 
A third Hint I would offer is this: — That we pre- 
pve a decent Value for our ſelves. I don't recom- 
mend Pride, which is an over-vataing our ſelves ; but 
that every one ſhould duly regard and revere the Dig- 
-nity of human Natare, which would put him upon a 
noble Scorn to do a baſe Thing. Let no Man deſpiſe 
thee, ſays the inſpired Author (5); that is, give no 
Man a joft Handle to deſpiſe thee. A Piece of Advice 
that is applicable to the preſent Purpoſe; tho“ prima- 
xrily given to caution the Clergy: and abridge the 
1 A of an improper Liberty. 2 2 
Vice will be followed with Contempt and inward 
Diſeſteem, tho' perhaps ill Nature, or Shamefaced- 
neſs, or good Breeding, as tis mifcall'd, may ſtop a 
friendly Reproof. We are all the Offepring of God 
GG) > little lower: than the Angels (); ſpeaking Prieſts of 
Nature; Creatures of D. ſtinction, Pedigree, Divine 
Extract; defign'd for noble Purpoſes. And to de- 
grade and ſink our ſelves by beaftty Actions; to wal- 
low in Filth; to become a Seat, or Centre, or Sink ot 
SEE ee 1 Naſti- 


„ S + ? 
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(a Gen, xxxiv. (5) 2. Sam. xi. (e) Ezek. xvi. 49. 
(4) Jude. (e) Iſai xxviii, 27. (F) Gem. iii. 8. (g) 1 Kings 
Xin. 12. (50 Ticus ii. 13. () Acts xvii, 28, (4) Fal. viii, 5. 


(5) Oe 
Naſtineſs; to make the gratifying our (a) concupiſ- 
cible Appetite, after an illegal immoral; Manner, the 
Buſineſs or chief Deſign of Life, proceeds in great Mea- 
ſure from a baſe Nelertion, Neglect, and Diſeſteem 
of our ſelves; from an Inconſideration that we are 
Creatures of Quality and Honour; and as ſuch, ſhoyld 
ſcorn to be a'Tool or Drudge ta Luſt. 
Showld ſuch a Man as I flee ? ſaid the Jem (b). Should 
fuch a Man as I, ſhould the Chriſtian ſay, unhalloy 
my Nature by my Practice; lodge the Image of G0 
in a Brothel· Houſe; condeſcend to be damned, inſtea 
of being a glariſy d Saint ; take more Pains to be ruin d 
than would ſave me; and being call d to a Kingdom. 
Uke Sgul, ſhould hide my ſelf among the Staff 2 


it not 1 oe waters 82 
To be link'd to a Whore, is not unlike that Piecg 
of Slavery, and Act of Barbarity of the Tyrant Me- 
⁊entius ; who farc'd the living Subjects to lug about the 
fend bend: to hands, face to face (d). Ar Fara Slave 
to a vile Affection, and let the Beaſt govern the Mags 
is totally altering 17 Method of Providence; uck- 
ling where we ſhould re; ſetting. Servants upon For- 
ſes, phils Princes wall as. Servants, op the Earth (e) 
permitting them to have rule over Princes, which is un- 
ſeemly (f); covering over tłke Diamond with Ordure, 
oming Slaves to our Servant a. A Man who ſubjects 
his Reaſon, Honour, Conſcience, and whatever elle 
is truly valuable, to his Luſts, is a Man turn'd upſide 
1 is | +106 a en „ [15408 down,; 
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(HD, — (a) In me tota,ruens venus 
2... , Cyprum deſerui. br. carm. Iib. 1. | 
(ad) Mortua quinetiam jungebat corpora vivis 5 
Componens manibuſque manus. atque qribus ora. 
Tormenti genus! & ſanie, tabòque fluentes 
Complexu in miſero, longà fic morte negabat. 
— N — 22 a Virgil En. 8. 


(e) Eceleſ. x. 7. (Y Proy. xix. 10. 


r 
down; and ovght to be painted in that odd Poſfure 
of Hudibrar's Fly, who , 10 


EXeſts with his Tail above his Head. 
How nice is Mankind in preſerving their Honour, 
or at leaſt the Shadow of it? A miſtaken Look, or 
Word, or Geſture, moves the Hand to the Hilt, and 
Blood muſt expiate for nothing; when theſe very 
Men uſe themſelves after the moſt ſcandalous Fafhion 
without Remorſe; ſtart and fly out when they are 
affected by the ſame Immorality in others, which go- 
dern them; and chooſe rather to be mark'd and 
bor d (a) for perpetual Servants to-a'rainous Luſt, than 
apply themſelves to the Service of God, which is per- 

e eee 
Farther, I would adviſe, that Perſons, by way of 
evention, ſhould examine themſelves frequently, 
touching their Love to their Children. No Man 
would” be willing ro be thought'barbarons to his Chil- 
dten; nor would he endure to be tax d with a'Defign 

to ſtarve or ruin them. © Never was there à Law that 
Parents ſhould love their Children, for the Law of 
Nature ſuperſedes it. Such a Law would have been 
as uſeleſs, as a Lau obliging to ert when hungry, or 
"reſt when weary. Now as deep friveted as this Law 
of, Nature of loving Children is. 1 beljevę it can be 
"made manifeſt; that incontinent Parents are egregi- 

_ ouſly unnatural to their Children. To cure them of | 
Which. Cruelty, I offer this Meditation for their own | 
Uk. | | hay ea 2 

* What lovely Children hath God given me; how | 

© innocent, how engaging? Can I find in my Heart | 

© to take away their Bread, and carry it to a filthy | 
© Strumper or Jackanapes Sallant'? 'Shall Feloath a | 

c 
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© Whore or Bully, and let my poor dear Children go 
© naked ? Theſe pretty Creatures. will Want Educa- 
In en By PO ww au! * 2 20 n tion, 
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tion, to be poſted in the World for an honeſt Live- 
© lihood; ſhall 1 laviſh my Subſtance upon my Zuf, 
© which Providence gave me to provide-for Them? 
© Shall I leave them nothing but the Gallows for an 
© Inheritance? © © „„ 
If God continues Life, ſnould not I be overjoy'd to 
© ſee my Children live comfortably ? or ſhould I be 
© pleaſed to find the Fruits of my -own Neglect, and 
© hear the ſeveral Diſpofitions of them, enough to 
rend my Bowels, and tear my Heart-Strings !— 
© One: whipt for Stealing; another in the Mint; a 
© Third in Bridewel; a Fourth in the Ordinary Liſt 
© of Penitents ?)? NJ] ON SINE TUSTIN 
- © Toads, Vipers, Vermine, take Care of their 
© Young 3 ſhall I be: worſe than them? How will my 
© Children curſe me hereafter in Rags; when my 
© Luſts have conſumed what their Neceſſities call'd 
© for? How can I look them in the Face, for being 
© fo inhuman ?' Virtue is attracting and CR 
© wherever it is: but how can [ expe& my Sons ſhoul 
prove ſerious and good, or my Daughter chaſt ; 
* when I ſet them ſo lewd an Example? Shame on 
© my Conduct! Thus to vitiate their tender Minds; 
© thus to prophane their Principles; for they can't but 
© obſerve my ſcandalous Life, and will be too apt to 
© jmitate! - Wretch am I to ſhew'them the Way to 
© ruine Body and Soul. The Bewels of Parents 
© yearn toward their Children by the Texture of hu- 
© man Nature; but have defac'd the original Impreſ- 
© fions of Pity ſtampt on my Make; given my Chil- 
© dren a Stone inſtead of Bread; a Serpent fora Ech; 
*'a Scor pion for an Egg (a). Inſtead of providing for 
* them Things of Support, Comfort, and Ulefulneſs ; 
© I havehelpd to delude and deftroy them. 

| © Whereas Love naturally deſcends, I have gone 
© counter to the Dictates of Nature, and devoid of 
* all Kindneſs and Compaſſion to my Children, of 

. © whoſe " 
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(a) Luke xi. 11, 
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1 © whoſe Being God made me an Inſtrument : I have 
5 — poiſon d their Minds; and chalk d them out a Way 
to Beggery and Damnation. Confuſion ſeizes me 
hen I think ont; for ſome Mens Sins follow after to 
C _— (4); and tis not known yet how much 
Miſchief 1. do to my Children: Should they by their 
© yicious Lives debauch the Minds of. their Children, 
© as I have theirs, and the Taint deſcend, —— What 
| © a noble Bene factor ſhould I prove to my Family! 
l © What mighty Obligations ſhall I lay upon Poſterity, 
| © if by Vices and Extravagance, I record their Names 
< upon the Parjſh-Book ; or recommend them for 
© Maintenance to the Priſon-Basket ! How can ] ſtand 
under the Reproaches of my own Mind, if my 
wicked Life and filthy Converſation ſhould deſtroy 
< thoſe who are to repreſent me: if I ſhould ſacrifice 
© the Fruit of my Body to the Sin of my Soul (b)! 
_ © Wiſely did Sglomen appeal to Nature in his Deciſi- 
© on betwixt the Harlers (c); but the Harlot who 
© pity'd her Child, upbraids me who am barbarous.“ 
If ſuch vicious Parents would but retire, and ſeri- 
ouſly. reflect on what Miſchief they do their Children 
in Mind, Body, and Eſtate : If Whoremongers would 
but give themſelves Time to think what a Train of 
Evils they entail upon their liſue, whom they are 
obliged by all manner of Ties, natural, ſacred and 
civil, to cheriſn and indulge; it may be a; Mean to 
Check their Career, and poſting to ruine themſelves 
and Families; and make them (4) fly the Face of a 
Whore as 4 Serpent. For Whoredom bas ruin'd more 
Families than War; and if Search were to be made 
into the Reaſons why Eſtates fo often ſhift their Pro- 
prietors, Incontinence will appear the chief. 
(e) The Indians, when they would find out a Secret, 
-torment the Children inſtead of. their Parents; who 
are 


Tm. v. 24 (5) Micah vi. 7. (e) 1 Rings iii. 
(4) Ecc'us, xxi. 2. 
de) This Practice of the Indians took its Riſe from Solomon's 
Jedgmenr in the Caſe of the Harlots. For the Jews - the 
r ex 
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are wrought upon to diſcover a Plot or Treaſure, be- 
cauſe they can't ſtand the Shrieks' of their Children- 
But a lewd Spend-thrift has no Mercy or Compaſſion 
at all upon n Children; becomes himſelf their Tor- 
mentor z and is not only content and patient under 
their Cries, Wants, and Inconveniencies; but ftudi- 
oufly procures and contrives them. 

Tis a diſmal Reflexion, to be eat up by an expenſtve 
Vice, if the Grievance ſtopt at our felves ; but tis an 
Aggravation of Sin and Calamity, if we ſhould force 
our innocent Children to rue our forbidden Luſts, to 
mingle their Drink with Tears, to bear in their Bo- 
dies Marks of our Infamy, and prove their Deſcent 
by Tatters. Would God I had died for Thee (a), ſaid 
the compaſſionate Prince, of his Son who fell in Re- 
bettion- How much unlike this Tenderneſs, is the 
Practice of Whoremongers, who deſtroy themſelves 
to undo their Children; deſign and plot the Deſtruc- 
tion of harmleſs Babes by vicious Methods to be ab- 
horr'd; and ſtrip them to the Patrimony of Beaſts 
(which they can't confame) Air, Water, Earth, and 
the Firmament for a Covering? What will that Man 
Rick at, who robs an Infant? What can he be 
thought on, who fedately robs his own? who de- 
frauds them of the Advantages of good Breeding, 
let's them run up with uncultivated Minds tin&tur'd 
by ill Example; regales at the Stews, and is a ſullen 
Stranger at Home; careleſs of his Family; who 
would be glad of what his impudent Whore ſcorns. 
Unnatural Cally ! TOLL ; 


— 


Time of their Captivity, marrying with the Heathens, carry'd 
Jewiſh Rites along with them wherever they went: as is 
pfain, ftom the Indians being now diretted in their religious 
Worſhip by the Phaſes of the Moon; and our having Figures 
3 india of Caiu's killing Abel, the Spies with the Grapes, 
e. | e 


(4) 2 Sam. xvii, 
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{need not recommend Temperance or Abſtinence, 
Which is a withdrawing the Fuel of Luſt; as an 21. 


dence it ſelf would ſtartle, 
perſwaded that the great 
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Frail 


2 ie, 
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(a) Pal, exnxix, 3. 60 1 Sam- xvi. 7. . (c) Rev. 
xxl. 1. (a) Chap. iii. 12. (e) Rey, vi. 16. () 1 Theſl, ( 
o 
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Frail and giddy are the moſt accompliſh'd Mortals; 
unſteady, unballaſted 3 unequal to the Voyage of Life ; 
where are ſo many Rocks and Quick- Sands to avoid? 
ſo many adverſe Tempeſts, or dangerous Calms to paſs 
thro. What Nothings are we in our beft Eftate (a)! 
Our Alliance to Matter bows us down ; Fleſh and 
Bloud is an inherent Byaſs; we Love where Hatred 
is due; purſue our own Deſtruction; fiy from our 
Safety; lament when there is Cauſe of Joy; rejoyce 
When we ſhould fear and ſuſpect; are ⁊ealous and ar- 
dent when we ſhould be cold; and when we ſhould 


barn we freeze. 


Now to regulate the Crookedneſs, and fix the In- 


ſtability of our Nature, in order to be determin'd 
right, it will become us earneſtly to beg the divine Aid, 
and importune our dear Creator, who hateth not hing 
that he has made, not to leave us to our ſelves: but to 
keep us under the merciful Eye of Providence, and ac- 


company us * — gracious N thro' the Changes, 


Chances and Temptations of this mortal Life. This 
holy Spirit is the Author of all Holineſs in us; be- 
cauſe by It our Judgments are enlightned to d:{- 
cern (b) and approve things Excellent (c); are taught 
all Things (4); for in the Light of God we ſee Light (e): 
while the natural and ſhrewd Man of this World knows 
them not. () A Belief of the Truth (g), for which we 
are beholden to the holy Spirit which guides us ins 
to all Truth (h); operates on our practiſe, produces in 
us bleſſed fruits (i). For 

By It our Hearts become purify'd ; our words and 
works hallow'd ; our impetuous Luſts and mad De- 
fires ſubdu'd ; our Tempers and Diſpoſitions mended 


we are made Proof againſt the Atracks of Appetite, 
1 Men 


— 


(a) Pſal. xxxix. 3. Quam ſumus heu nihilum! 

(b) Cor. ii. 14. (e) Phil. i. 10. (4) John xiv. 26. 
(e) Pal, xxxvi. 9. (J) 1 Cor. ii 14. (e) 2 Theſſ. ii. 13. 
x ket. i. 2, (5) John xvi. 123. (i) Gal. v. +” 
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Men or Devils, and rendet'd an Offering acceptable 
unto God (a). 275 Soo 

By this we are Sealed as God's (b) Peculiar (c), have 
an Earneft of a glorious Inheritance (d); are ſupport- 
on 8 (e) Courage and (F) Comfort not to be de- 
ſcrib'd. a | | 
Old things paſs away, nem (g) ſucceed. Virtue builds 
up the Man whom Vice conſumed. 

Our ' Sufficiency being of God (h), without whom we 
can do nothing (i); with whom we can do all Things (I); 
and God having promis'd his holy Spirit (I) of Suff- 
Cieacy to ſuch as ask in proper manner: What a noble 
advantage is It to be able to proftrate our Selves into 
power, riſe by kneeling, and cover over human Air mi- 
ties with a Sort of Omnipotence ! what an Happineſs 
and Honour is it, not onely to have Acceſs to the great 
Governor of Nature when we will; but to be encou- 
raged, invited, ſolicited to addreſs Him, who has Pow- 
cr and Will to help us; is voluntarily engaged even 
by Oath (m) to nity us: and this upoa 80 ealy, So 
cheap a Service as Prayer! 4&7 

Prayer that has both Hut and mnlockd the Hea- 
vens (1); open'd the Grave (o) and barren Womb (p); 
ftopt the Sun (4); (r) lengthned Life; (5) cured the 
Sick; (t) vanquiſh'd an Army. 
Prayer, which the Husbandman can perſorm at the 
Plough; the Sailor at the Top-maſt; the Centinel on 
Duty; the Artificer at work. The Bed rid who can- 
not ſtir, may ſpeak to God and be heard. The Beg- 
gar, who has the Door ſhut againſt him by the proud; 
opens the Gates of Heaven by Prayer. 


God 
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(a) Rom. xv. 16. (5) 2 Cor. i. 22. (c) 1 Pet. ii. 9. (d) Eph. 

i. 13, 14. Eph. iv. 30. (e) 2 Tim. i. 7. (f) John 14, 16, 18. 
g) 2 Cor. v. 17. (hb) 2 Cor. iii. 5. (i) John xv. «, 
&) Phil. iv. 13. (7) Luke xi. 13, (n) Ezek. xxxiii. 11, 
n) James v. (o) John 11, (p)1 Sam. i. (9) Joſh. x. 

(7) Ifa, xxxviii. 5, (3) Acts ix. 34. (f) Iſa. xxxvii. 36. 
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God in his Eſſence being utmoſt Holineſs, and Sin 
(ſenſual Luſts eſpecially) being odious Filth; and ſo 
repreſented by the inſpired Writers; there ariſeth an 
efſential Diſagreement and Repugnancy betwixt Purity 
and Uncleanneſs. This holy Spirit cleanſeth and purifies 
our Nature and Practice; and fits us to enter into that 
bleſſed Eſtate where nothing Unclean can b admitted- 

That is the Reaſon that divine Authors (a) compare 
the holy Spirit to Fire and Water ; becauſe thoſe Ele- 
ments have a cleanſing and refining Quality. 

Tho' at all Times, and in all Places, we (ſhould pre- 
ſerve a ſerious Frame of Mind, and keep up a religious 
Habit of Soul ; yet there are two Periods in a Day 4 
which ſeem moſt naturally to challenge our Addreſſes 3 
that is, Morning and Evening. 

When we awake in the Morning, the Heaven and 

Earth are in a Manner newly created to us. Our Bo- 

dies are refreſhed, our Faculties in Order; we are 

&# ſtepping into buſy Life, as God is pleaſed to call us. 

Manifold Concerns lie before us for a prudent Diſ- 

patch : diverſe Temptations lurk among our very 
Friends, and even at our Table. This Conſideration 
ſhould bring us down on our Knees, to adore our good 
God for preſerving us when aſleep and helpleſs, from 
Fire, T hieves, and other diſmal Accidents of the Night : 
To conſign our ſelves, Relatives and Affairs, to his Di- 
rection. That by his Fower, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, | 
we may be handed thro' che buſtling World by pro- f 

per Means to a due End; and paſs thro' things tempo- 

ral, with a View, of things eternal; that our honeſt 
Endeavours may be crown'd with Content, if not Suc- 
ceſs ;, the Glory of God aim'd at in all our Works; 

4 our Souls and Bodies preſerv'd from Sin and Harm. 

The deep Silence and awful Huſh of the Night, looks 
$ as if Nature, being fatigu'd with the Buſineſs of the | 
Day, ſhut up its Windows 8 repoſe; and calls upon a 
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us to beg the Protection of God, who never Humber: 
nor fleeps (a); while we lie down to take our Reſt, 
and become in a Manner ſtupid and dead. Then ſhould 
we throw our ſelves at the Footſtoel of his Mercy, 
thankfully acknowledging - Favours paſt ; implorin 
the Continpance of his Care: That he would ſen 
ſome of his bright Hoſt to guard us; purge our Mind 
from impure and filthy Suggeſtions; preſerve us from 
the Powers of Darkneſs; refreſh us with ſeaſonable 
Sleep; raiſe us with uſefal Faculties to the Light of the 
Sun : and eſpecially to the Light of his Countenance. 
- He who dedicates himſelf every Morning to God, 
goes out with ſome Spirit and Courage about his Buſi- 
neſs, as one in Favour; entirely depending on his Pro- 
vidence: and therefore reſolwd not to offend: him: 
He who conſcientiouſly prays every Night, not onely 
gratifies his own Mind, by lodging himſelf under the 
Wings of the Almighty, and thereby ſoftens his Bed : 
but by his repeated Acts of Truſting in God, (which 
is doing his Duty) engages the divine Honour to take 
Care of him. The Converſation of ſuch Men will 
ſhew that they have been with Jeſus (b), tho' they 
have no Glory about them. They are unlikely to 
keep Company with Whores, who ſeriouſly con ver ſe 
with an holy God twice a Day. Prayer is a Sort of 
Familiarity with God, and whoever habituates him- 
felf ro confer with his holy Maker frequently; and 
lives as in his immediate Preſence and Sight; will 
eſtabliſh-in his Mind the “ di⁰ and v i,, Mo- 


deſy and Decency, which will be a fence againſt Un- 
cleanneſs. If to this were added à pious Reſolution | 


to interſperſe ſome divine Meditations as we went 
about our Buſineſs, it may not be an improper Method 
to sKreen us from the Pollucions of the Fleſh: For 
ſeeing God is every where; we ſhould keep our ſelves 
in a Readineſs and Poſture to meet him, and ſpeak to 
bim every where. Diſtance and Diſuſe create Diſlike; 

| | as 
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as Intimacy does Friendſhip. Ee T# oa, 75 ig. we 
look at an Object till we love. There is a Delight 
founded- only in Acquaintance; but if Merit accom- 
anies, the Pleaſure increaſes. Theſe Ejaculations ma 
be per formed undiſcernedly; without hindring Buſi- 
neſs or Oſtentation. We may ſteal up a pious Thought 
at Work, or in Company, without ſtopping the 
Work; or incurring Cenſure. For Inſtance; when 
the Clock ſtrikes, one may think, Now I am nearer 
| Heaven by an Hour. When we paſs by a Church; God 
5s ſurely in this Place (a), quickly mufl I appear naked 
before him. When we ſee a Funeral, There's one fttps_ 
into the Grave before me; I am but 4 little reprieved. 
When we awake, Vouchſafe, O Lord, to keep me this 
Day without Sin. When we ſettle to Sleep; Take 
Care of thy poor Creature, O good Lord; I commit my. 
ſelf to thy Mercy. 0 | 
am not ſo vain to preſcribe Forms of Meditation 
to the well-diſpoſed z my meaning being only to ſhew, { 
that when the Grace and good Spirit of God poſſeſs a f 
Man's Heart, he'll find Abundance of Occaſion to im- 
rove in Piety; and theſe Improvements will defend 
1 from the Sin of Uncleanneſs. I retain ſomewhat f 
of my Weftminfter Education till; I hope it will not | 
be conſtrued Pedantry, when I cited ſome little Scraps 
of my Reading. | 
Bur I ſee my Wife has a Paper in her Hand; I am 
certain it relates to Goodneſs, for fhe deals in nothing 
fo much. Come, my Dear, let's have it. 
Indeed, ſaid the Lady, I ſhould be highly blam'd 
and pitied too, if I had not ſome Regard to Virtue ; 
having the Happineſs of your Converſation and Ex- 
ample ſo many Years. Tis your own good Opinion 
that I am beholden to; for, looking thro' painted 
Glaſs, makes the thing we look at, of the ſame Co- . | 
lour with the Glaſs. If you think me good, I am fo 
to you; without any Merit of my own. You are not 
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(62) 
the firſt, that made the Idol he rever d. Your Satis- 
faction in my Virtue would tempt me almoſt to be 
proud; but that I conſider, it would render me an 
unfit Companion for a Man of Senſe. 

Nay, Madam, ſaid the Lawyer, I did not lay a Trap 
for a Complement, only attempted to do you a ſmall 
Piece of Juſtice; for I muſt with Pleaſure own, that 
my Relation to ſo much Goodneſs, is the greateſt Fe- . 
licity of my Life; and I could fairly demonſtrate it, 
but that I know your Modeſty can bear any thing bur 
your own juſt Praiſes. 2 Fn 
. Kindneſs in you, my Dear, ſaid the Lady, is hardly 
commendable ; for you can't help it. If I ſhine, 'tis 
by a borrow'd Light 3 as the Moon does. You are my 
Sun; when you ſet, or be eclips'd, I muſt be darken'd. 
Now to the Paper, tis call'd, | 3% 

: A Serious Thought. 9 
© Awake, Awake, my — Soul, let's conſider what 
* we are a doing; what the Conſequence of Things 
© will be! Time that is paſſing off into Eternity, wears 
me away; I die daily (a) and hourly. Am I fitter 
to die now than yeſterday ? Do I grow in Virtue 
© as I grow in Years ? Am I really wiſer and better 


© than I was? if not, I dream — am walking 


© leiſurely and gradually into Hell; without Thought 
c or Care: and if the Thread of Life ſhould ſnap, am 
©. within a Minute of Damnation. 

© Perhaps l have not an Hour to live, what will be- 


© come of me when I am dead! I know the Worms 


© determine, and accompany me for ever. 
0 . * ö : a 


© wait-toeat'up-my Body, that I value ſo much; but 
© my Soul, my pretious and immortal Soul; what 
© will become of that! How ſhall thut be diſpoſed of! 
© That muſt appear naked before a righteous God, 
© where no Shuffling or Evaſion will paſs : Where my 
Actions compar'd with the Rule, the Reflexions of 
my own conſcious Mind, and infinite Juſtice, will 


© The 


() 1 Cor, xv. 31. 
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' © The Tree muſt lie as it falls (a), while I am alive I 
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can chuſe; after Death, there is no more choice, but 
I muſt receive the Wages and Fruit of my Works. 
Holineſs is the only Way to Happineſs: And tho” 
God is pleaſed to 4," of Repentance inſtead of 
Innocence; yet is that Repentance a Matter of ut- 
moſt Moment, niceſt Concern, and moſt tremen- 


. dous Conſequence imaginable: For upon the Since- 


rity of it, my Salvation depends. Iis no leſs than 
a Change of Mind and Manners 3. tis a thoro' turn- 
ing from the Creature to God; forſaking and deteſt- 
ing Corruption and Vice abhorrent to the divine 
Nature: and becoming in ſome Reſpe& like the 
Deity» A Miſtake here is fatal for ever; for this, 
in Conjunction with divine Compaſſion, is the laſt 
Caft and Reſort. Should I be ſo harden'd to negleCt 
repenting, or ſo weak to think that a juſt All-ſeeing 
God will be put off with ſome formal ſhewiſh ſu- 
erſtitious Acts; while I retain Malice, Pride, or 
uſt in my Heart : I ſhould be the Contriver of my 
own Ruine, and periſh in Deſpite of infinite Mercy. 
© Speak out, my Soul! Is it worth my while to 
ſpend my Days in Filth and Senſuality, and forfeit 
the Favour of God for ever? Can I forgive my ſelf 
to wallow in Uncleanneſs, when my Reaſon contra- 
dicts my Practice, and an holy God obſerves as Wit- 
neſs, who will be my Judge ? Will God forgive me, 
who delight to affront him? Can he alter his Na- 
ture, or make a nem Law to ſave an ola Offender. 
* Why all theſe Pains to be deſtroyed ! why all 
theſe Deſigns againſt my ſelf! The Terms of Salya- 
tion are adapted to my Eaſe and Intereſt > why 
ſhould I exclude my felt from Heaven, when I am 
enabled and courted to be happy ! 

What ſhall I do to be ſaved ? what will it profit me 
If I could gain the whole World, and loſe my Soul (b)? 
Take their Portion in this Life whoſo will for m l : 

| © the 
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© the height of my Deſign ſhall be, to recommend 
© my ſelf to God; who can make me happy here and 
© hereafter too. 275 
II ſhall think my ſelf wiſe enough if I can but ſave 

© my Soul. Rich and honourable enough, if I can 

© but reach to be crown'd in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
© Let others, if they pleaſe, tire themſelves after 
© Fame; and deck themſelves with the Tinſel and 
© Rattles of the World; I ſhall think my ſelf diſtin- 
8 ene enough, if by Virtue I imitate God; and ſuf- 
« ficiently greaten'd, if my Name be but wrote in the 
© Book of Life, my Nature ſanRified, and my Sins 
c pardon'd. | 2 | 

* 'Tis impoſſible my Life can laſt long, I am made 
© of ſuch periſhable Materials; but my Soul will laſt 
© for ever. Shall this Soul of mine be happy or mi- 
4 ſerable for ever? Shall it be received into the Choir 

© of Angels, or be tormented by Loſs and exquiſite 
c Pains? Shall I earn Miſery by the Pains of a wicked 
6 Ls, or be wiſe unto Salvation (a) ? 

0 my dear Creator, my good God: awaken me 
© by any Means in Time, that I ſleep not in eternal 
Death; and ſo conduct and hand me thro' Life, by 
© thy Providence ; that I find my Way to the bleſſed 
© State where nothing unclean can enter (b); where 
© there's no Ruffle or Sorrow, and even Sleep ſhall be 
c prevented by Immortality, not Care. 5 

Well, Gentlemen, ſaid the Lawyer, I told you m 
Wife would ſay ſomething that related to Virtue; an 
ſeeing the Company will admit reading of Papers, I 
met with one at a Friends Chamber in the 25 7 
which, with your Favour, I'll communicate. Tis 


call'd. 8 


A Letter to @ Rake. 


(s) 2 Tims iii. 15, (6) Eph, v. 5. 
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A LeTTER A RAKE. 


SIR, 
EEING you upon the Brink of Deſt ruction: 

| Humanity and common Compaſſion, which in 

” ſome Caſes makes other Mens Affairs our own 5 
forces me to cry out, and alarm you of the Danger: 
to prevent a Fall irrecoverable, and your dying with 
falls and ungrounded Hopes about you. I don't pre- 
tend to ſay any K, new, for the World abounds with 
Remedies againſt Vice; only as a Remembrancer to 
jog and awaken you out of your ſenſual Dreams which 
lull and ſtupifye : for your grand Miſtake ſeems to be 
Inconſideration; not applying to your ſelf in particular 
What you acknowledge to be true in General, 
Jou can't but know, when Providence (which could 
have made you and your Footman change Places) 
weighs out it's Favours to be accounted for, the Truſt 
ſhould not be prophan'd ; nor the Means of being and 
doing Good blaze in the Service of Evil ; but that Re- 
turns will be expected ſuitable to the Loan; Puniſh- 
ments will be proportioned to the Crime of miſuſing; 
mighty Men will be mightily tormented by a wiſe Diſpen- 
ſer ang impartial Judge: unleſs you think that Obliga- 
tions can exempt from Gratitude and Account, be 
cauſe they are many and valuable, * 

To indulge Vice in an Eminence to be ſeen, and coun: 
tenance It by Station to be imitated ; makes Thinking 
Men pity and ay 1 the Conduct of ſuch, who after all 
their Breeding vie themſelves and others barbaroufly : 
for having ſlain their Ten Thoxſands they drive to Hell 
with Equipage, when leſs Pains would have made their 
Virtue outſhine their Quality on Earth, and diſtin- 

niſh'd them even in Heaven. The Oddneſs of the 

igure may draw one's Eyes upon a Goat in Tiſſue, or 
a Fury robed : but Power and Goodneſs met together, 
give a faint Image of the Deity 

Other Talents not ſo glaring as Wealth and Gran? 
deur; are let out by the gran Proprietor to a deter- 

| min's 
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min'd Uſe, in order to befriend the Man: now to have 
all thoſe noble Truſts of Faculties, Health, Strength; 
Time, Relation, Education Means of Grace pervert- 
ed, employ'd to finiſh the Beaſt ; for an Handful of 
prating Duſt- and Aſhes to ſtrut agail {| Omnipotence, 
and turn the Artillery of the Bene factor upon Hi ſelf; 
then, a Being ungrateful, abandon'd, filly: ords 
nor A can thoroughly deſcribe or 7 7% his 
we Mr Conditian : However you may make ſom 
Gueſs at theReſentment ofthe Almighty, from a ſettl 4 
Opinion of Things here below, 

Admit then 7 at a Fribce had ad obljeed and endeared 
an inveterate Enemy every Moment in His 2 155 : 
not onely forgiven him various and bainous Aﬀronts, 
but loaded him with glorious Favours in Pofleſſio aud 
Reverſion, by Expedients of Volg n ard of: ei- 
ther prevented his Reque is, or . him better than 
he ask d: upon no Sort a; Motive hu 18855 Compaſ- 
ſion: following him with 78 E to 
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be bu for himſelf : wait es after Year 
raed baun gan eculi; ing by 10 25 
ene bility to perform a Dy 

wh is doch his Inter and Vega then Rewar, . 
vg theſe very. Seryices done In, 065 \ 
Ability: —— Sho hi his wal Wen SOT FN, | 
diouſly. fly in his cin nce's Face h nf Thins 13 
obliging — — 7 the © Kaine of himſelf 
whom onely he could 5 Lge at Treatment 
can you imagine, would be. due to him! by 

It is of great Moment tha Mankind would Aer 
their Efeem of Things | Merit of Things; 
That they would form a 5 den Intereſt and 
Pleaſure which moftly governs; eſpecially the Latter : 
becauſe They look more at the P leaſure re ulting from 
their Actions, than at their Reaſonableneſ 3 and avoid 
more 9 trouble ſom, than what is ff. If in pla- 
cing our Affections Def 1 were conſider d ftrip't 8 
Anpearance ; if Real Sel Love were in earpeſt propos d 
and follow'd : Every Mortal would da in 2 with 


Virfwss, and Vice would be hooked a. 
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To cultivate the Favour of the moſt powerful, the 
wiſen the beft of Beings; who can and has promis'd 
to overpay our poor Performances with an Eternity of 
Bliſs, for ſpending wiſely a Life of a San long. To be 
fitting our ſelves for the Society of Angels, Sera- 

him, glorify'd Souls, who are evermore vying in holy 

0 and ecchoing Hallelutah. To be laying up 
Tra ures of infinite Value and Duration, compared 

ith which, the Furnitvre of the richeſt Mines is 
orſe than Droſs. To live under the Eye of Provi- 
ence in a Familiarity and Intimacy with our great 
Creator: before whom all Nations are leſs than Nothing. 
To be ſettling an inæſtimable Relation of Son- Ship wit 
the everlaſting Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth: and 
conſtantly preparing for an Vnion with God, which is 
the Quintefſence of Heaven it ſelf. To imitate God 
where he is imitable; and be making Him our Friend 
who is the Centre and Diſpoſer of Happineſs : looks 
very much like purſuing an Intereſt, if human Facul- 
ties can be truſted. Then 
Fo contemplate the adorable Excellencies of the Di- 
vine Nature; the utmoſt Holineſs, Purity, Honour, 
Perfe&ion of the Supreme Governor: which are diſ- 
cover'd to influence and charm us, To behave as un- 
der a thoro' Conviction of Mind —— That we are the 
Care and Darling of ſuch a compaſſionate Being, who 
loves us better than we do our ſelves; has made it our 
Duty to be happy : and that our Fate depends upon Him 
'Who has vouch'd his Love by an Oath, whoſe Mercy 
is everlafting, over all bis Works, To live in a State of 
Liberty and Freedom above the thwarting, inconſi- 
ſtent, contradictory Commands of our Aﬀe&ions which 
diſtract and hale us different Ways at once, create a 
civil Wzr in human Compoſition, ſubje& us to many 
Tyrants: render us ſtupid, perpetual, willing Slaves. 
To defye the Power of our Fellow Creatures when lt 
appears in Shew, Noiſe, Maney, or ſenſual Addreſs: 
and (corn to be ſaddl'd or rid by a Beaſt, or blind our 
lelves to be led by a Dog. 
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To ſpend our Time agreeable to our Reaſonable Na- 
ture; purſue the nobleſt End by the wiſeſt Means ; 
tharonghly underſtand, reſolutely perform our Duty; 
patiently bear up againſt Affliction, bravely deſpiſe 
gay Allurements; overlook Injurjes, aboand in Bene- 
ficence ; ſerve God in the ordinary Courſe of our 
Buſineſs, by veing induſtrious, modeſt, chaſt, tempe- 
rate, reſigning, courteous, peaceable and good-natur'd. 
To have the pleaſing Reſult of being ſincere, in ſome 
Meaſure Good, diffus'd over our Thoughts, warming 
our Hearts; the raviſhing Ideas of Bliſs painted on our 
Minds, * ing thro our Fancies: and Happineſs ante - 
dated. To have an inward Satisfaction, a delightful 
Reflex ion on our honeſt Endeavours ; and the humble 
Conſciouſneſs of pleaſing God, who will honour ſuch as 
honour him, by making them eternally happy : will fill 
a devout Soul with ſuch Delight and Tranſport, as is 
rather to be felt than deſcribed: | 

A Pleaſure as far (and unſpeakably more) excelling 
the Gratification of Senſe, Art, or worldly Tricks: as 
the Light of the Sun exceeds That of rotten Wood, or 
ftinking Feſh in the dark. | 
Mo would not be good! ſeeing Virtue rewards 

itſelf now in ſome Meaſure; and will be rewarded 
hereafter beyond Meaſure, 

Being aware of Danger, is a Step to Safety; permit 
me therefore to ſtate your Caſe, and reprelent to you 
your own Condition by way of ProſpeQt. 

Look backward, you'll find a wretched Conduct, 
an aſtoniſhing Failure of Duty: in every Reſpect. 
You defye, diſhonour with Wit and Aggravation : 
that God who feeds, cloaths, and ſupports you. His 
Name, his Word, his Authority, every thing ſacred ; 
you treat with Scorn and Ridicule. Yon attempt to 
Reaſon, to Banter, to ſneer away the Sanction of his 
Laws. To poiſon Ages to come, you'are fo vain as to 
be Infidel in Print, and propagate the Sceptic: leſt 
you ſhould want Evidence to your Wickednels. 

You are but an Almſ-man to God; or Truſtee at 
molt, lze may withdraw What was depoſited onely ; 

| anc 
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and render you as ready for a Brief, as you may be 

ra Purchaſe: and yet you conſume your Subſtance, 
Health, Time, Faculties upon Vice; without any Regard 
to the Goodneſs and Deſign of Him, who ſuſtains and 
entruſts you. Iis the Bounty of God you live upon; 
bat with great Manners you ſpit in his Face. You 
are diſtinguiſh'd by Surfeit and Ingratitude; the poor 
are ſtarying next Door: the Neighbourhood, the |» - 
norant, hopeful, deſtitute are ſo far from being bene- 
fited ; that they are forced to arm againſt Scandal, 
provide againſt Infection. 


— Where you come, the innocent fly or bluſh. — 


'Tis pity a Perſon who underſtands the Nicety f 
Behaviour, the Punctos of Honour; ſhould fo far de- 
preciate his Character, deſert his Reputation, trampie 
upon the Opinion of the beſt Men: as to be menti- 


on'd with Diminution, eſteem'd a Nuſance contentedly. 


Diſtempers, Contempt, Curſes of Men, Hatred of 
God ; you have been aiming at, and drudging for ; 
There's bat an Hair's Breadth betwixt you and Miſe- 
ry ; ſhould the Thread of Life break, your chief 
Dependance would be Non-Fntity unprov'd, or Favours 
unpromis'd, 3 

Now look forward on the Right Hand, 

There fits your moſt glorious benign Creator who 
ſpake you into Being, in Love to you, not Advantage 
to himſelf: order'd you to paſs this World a State of 
Tryal, to bring you Thither and make you eaſy for 
ever. I can't tel} you the Thouſandth Thouſandth 
Part of the Joys of that State, onely Take this Scant- 
ling of Gueſs —— What would we do, or rather not 
do, for thoſe we Love ! — — Now Buman Love bear- 
ing no Proportion to Divine Love—— what Happineſs 
will Omnipotence who i, Love, confer on the Obedi- 
ent that qualifye themſelves for his Favour ! | 

What Delights can there be within or beyond 

the Compaſs of Thought ; which Almiz hy 
Goodneſs will deny his Friends ! | 

This is not an Utopian Paradiſe founded in Imagina- 

tion, but in the Nature of Things; for Yirtue nary» 

| rally 
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rally tends to Feed : ny is Heaven upoti 
Earth: An holy Life is an Earneft, an Entrance, a 
Porch of Heaven abe. 
There Myriads of Angels and holy Souls, are ſpend- 
ing Eternity in bleſſed Employments we have flender 
Notions of; by reaſon of our dark Faculties: our Al- 
Hance to Matter. There the fatigu'd are at Reſt; 
the wreck'd landed for ever; the wrinkl'd, ſmooth 
the crooked, ſtreight ; the lame, firm; the 5 5 an 
Lazar, amiable: the Man who dar'd be honeſt when 
brow-beaten and out- voted, ſparkling and diſtinguiſh'd, 
There are enlarg'd Capacities extended with namber- 
leſs Comforts, heightn'd by the Thoughts of ſo prodi- 
giouſly ſurprizing and blefſed Alteration : ſo much be- 
yond ExpeQation or Merit. This is the Place or State 
you are fencing againſt, labouring to avoid : to ſhew 
your Art in dilappointing Mercy, Caſt your Eye now 
on the Left Hand, whence that Smother comes; to 
affect your Far: ſince 25 Hope is uſeleſs. 1 
. That's the Place or State founded by Juſtice; for 
the Deſpiſers of Mercy. Vice peoples It: for by 
the ſame Reaſon that Virtue is the Beginning of Bliſs 3 
Vice is the Beginaing or Foundation of Miſery. 
Minds corrupted, alienated from Goodneſs, impure, 
miſchievous, accompany d with the like Practices end- 
ing as they begun ; muſt have diſmal Conſequences: 
becauſe Premiſes and Concluſion are of a Piece. 

Io live and die in Enmity to God, muſt be (in com · 
mon Way of Thinking and without Miracle ;) to con- 
tinue in Enmity to Him: becauſe the Tree will lye as 
it falls, Conſider then what a wretched Condition it 
muſt he —To be treated as an Enemy by Omnipotence ! 

Fire, Brimſtone, other Words of piercing Accent 
affecting the Senſes, are uſed to repreſent an horrible 
Puniſhment; from whence One may take a View 
of that frightful Region: but the Strokes of a Pen, 
the Conceptions of an Atom, can never paint or com- 
prehend, the Indignation of the Almighty. | 

How muſt it rack and teize One to reflect, that he 
lived the Reverſe of his Duty aud —_— the 

| F; : gans 


(n) 


Means and Opportunities of ſerving his tryeſt Inte- 


reſt; plotted his own Deſtruftion ; defeated the Con- 
8 4 of . Compaſſion it ſelf! — Aſter a Yn” 
habitual Living by Senſe which is ſecond Nature; to 
out of this World with eager Inclinations which 
can't be gratify'd in the next : muſt ſubject a Senſua- 
liſt to eternal Diſappointment: Who can deſcribe 
ach a Torment! Heaven would not be Happineſs if 
the Proud, the Hypoerite, the Unclean, the Malici- 
ous could be admitted. Therefore there muſt be a 
State or Place contrary to Happinels to receive ſuch; 
or elſe Good and bad would be uſed alike, which is 
inconliſtent with Julſice Hoe hat is contrary to ur- 
appineſs, but ut iſen 

We; GO Good God — To baniſh our ſelyes from Thee 
the Author of our Beings, the Fountain of all 
s Mercies; after ſo much eng Wooing, Im- 
- © portunity to be charitable to our ſelves : to wreſt 
and force eternal Frowns by our own Obſtinacy ! 
© The Apprehenſion is enough to make the Knees 
A © ſmite * > is enough to fright us nom out 
- of our di 8 ſelves if poſſible: becauſe after 
4 Death we ſhall receive the Wages we have been 

.- ©-earning, and abide by our Choice for ever. 
I to diſhonour the Dignity of human Nature, by beco- 
ming Slave to vile Affections: burſting thro* the Re- 
ſtraints of Education, Conſcience, Laws Moral and Di- 
vine: If to ruſi with open Eyes into Miſery, and ſeize 
on It as a Prey; argues a mean head-ſtrong Thing, 
unworthy of the Uneaſineſs even of Shame or Pity he 


may create elſewhere: —If an unnatural Son, an unob- 


ligeable Rebel, an ungrateful Wretch, falſe to his Truſt 
and trueſt Friend be deteſtable — Thon art the Man. 
Stop a little and Re- conſider. 
There's no ſhifting or huffing Omnipotence: no 
ſting with Death or Eternity. Your Tongue will 
aulter, you'll deſpiſe your own Arguments; when 
you defend your own Actions at the dreadful Bar. 
Don't be ſimple, If you are not holy, you can't be happy. 


n 
gufffce it to have acted the Madman hitherts; Ma- 
nage the Remainder wiſely by unravelling what is paſt. 
Alter, your Method of Thinking and Living for the 
future, Retire this Minute into your Cloſet, and re- 
ſolve Amendment. Fall low on your Knees to beg 
God's Pardon and Aid. He'll certainly aſſiſt when you 
are in earneſt, ard make your Duty become your 
Delight: Don't depend upon a few Sighs, or haſty, 
frighted Petitions 5 or upon the trifling Arguments of 
Free (that is looſe) Thinkers. 
Should ſome of their Arguments be true, — Vir- 
tue muſt be of more Uſe than Vice- in this Life; 
becauſe the moderate Uſe of the Creature, muſt 
he better than the violent Uſe of It: Violence be- 
ing unnatural, This is obvious to any ſedate Per- 
ſon who does not gallop downhill, but would 
glide along coolly to his Grave, diſdaining a wicks 
ed Indolence, or thoughtleſs Hurry: Beſides This, 
With reſpect to another Life Man is an accountable. 
Creature. But ſhould their Arguments prove falſe, 
Jou are undone without Remedy: you're Felo de 
0 in Filth, and factoring for Lewd- 
Tis a calamitous Circumſtance to lye under the Power 
of Vice; which is both the Cauſe, and Effe& of ill 
Principles. For, as to the Cauſe, =Y K 
Debauchery in Manners ſets Men upon inventing a 
new Scheme or Syſtem conſiſting with it ſelf; upon 
wreſting and haling even Scripture to countenance It. 
This Violence, put upon Reaſon, is as if a Man ſhould 
wound himſelf; on purpoſe to fit a Plaiſter to the 
Sore. The Perſon who was truck blind, fancy'd that 
the Room was onely darkr'd, | 
'Tis common to ſtill the Alarm of Conſcience by 
ſpe king ſmoerh Things; to adapt naughty Principles 
to a vile Practice; and prophecy Lyes to palliate and 
ſhore up Wickedneſs, ; 
As tothe Effect. When a Mind is prophan'd, and 
Vice the Effect of that Prophanation; It runs like a 
ſxceping Torrent or Cataract from a poiſon'd Foun- 
| | Fin 3 


CO) 
tain; carries all before It with an high hand, rejeyceth 
in Iniguity. : 
There are many enſnaring byaſſing Tenets which 
afﬀfe Morals, becauſe they are not weigh'd. Give me 
Leave Sir, to hint but one, of very pernicious Influ- 


ence. F 
You ſay that the Permiſſion of Sin in the World 


by a Good God, who is repreſented to he Love it 
ſelf; is an Intimation — That Sin is not of that 
malignant Nature, or miſchievous Conſequence - 
as tis reported to be: either God is not ſo good, 
or Sin not ſo evil, as the General Account goes: 
— That the greateſt, moſt powerful Good, ſhould 
permit the greateſt Evil; ſeems to be mean, in- 
conſiſtent. 
Now Sir, having put the Objection in its full Strength, 
1 will ſhew the Weakneſs of this Way of arguing. 
| You muſt know then, that Man conſiſting of Heß 
and Spirit; partaking at once of the Beaft and Angel; 
being compounded as it were of Earth and Heaven; - 
in a Manner a-kin to both Worlds: was endowed with 
_ of Choice, when he came out of his Maker's 
1 | 
Being made a free Agent he was peccable in his ve- 
Make, plac'd as it were in an Equilibrium, not at- 
\ rach'd to either Side, but to be determined by Choice; 
ſubje& to Miſtake liable to err by his very Eſſer ce. 
What gave him a Power to Be, gave him a Power to 
AF freely. Liberty of acting being twiſtec in, and 
Part of his Compoſition ; he was under the Poſſibility 
of doing Amiſs. oP | 
Had God taken away that Liberty which he had im- 
| pine; He would have deſtroy d Part of his own 
Works = which were very good.) To pull down, 
uilt ap, woald not comport with an All- 


what He 

wiſe _ X 
Should God neceſſitate Man from doing amiſs, Had 
there been no ſuch thing as Choice; the e could have 
been no fuch Thing as Virtue or Reward. For if Man 
was render d good againſt = Will, and Happineſs — 
en 


. 
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a. 
been forc'd upon him in Conſequence of that Good ſs 
Nu treated as an Epgine; not as a Reaſonable, 

ree Agent. Liberty of acting, or chooſing either 
Road, muſt remain as long as the Man remains: for 
tis a conſtituent Part of him. And tho' Man is miph- 
Par incommoded by the Heavineſs of his terreſtrial 

art; his Alliance to Matter; the Solicitations of 


— 


Senſe; the Impoſture of Appearances: yet to Balance 


This and encline him to chuſe wiſely, God has pro- 
ounded mighty Rewards to affect His Hope, and 

4 — work on his Fear. Befides ©» hg 

lle has erected an awfall Tribunal in his Breaſt ; for 

his Mind or Conſelanre ee accuſe, 

or excuſe. Natural Modeſty guards him; Divine 


Laws point him right; divine Helps are at Band; 
good T. him 15 Way: amazing ſnfliati- 


ons awaken him. D 
Tb God does permit his Laws to be broken, yet 
by his Wiſdom he ſets Were to Iniquity, brings 
— — of dene e 88 rom 485 Tha ö 
ing Men to believe a future State; to prepare for It 
to breath after It. I am Sir, Ge. as r FE 
k I beg. he lame Liberty of reading a Paper, ee 


of the Gentlemen, which came enc los d to me in 2 


— 


Letter from a Friend. Tis called 


| Ghe Man of Virtue. 72 
* 7 HO Goodneſs has fo much of the Deity in It, 
= that it cannot eaſily be deſcribed, yet the rough 


Dravght of what is excellent; helps One to gueſs at 
the Proportion and Beauty of a compleat Portraicture: 


as the Size of Hercules was found out by the Impreſſi- 


on of his Foot. Virtue is all Charm. Could it appear 


in human Shape, every "Body would be in Love with It, 


{aid the Philoſopher. A Perſon of correct Underſtan- 
ding, fublimated Affections, improv'd Humanity ard 
Wildom, fweetn'd Temper, friendly and benign in 


Word and Action; commands ſuch Eſteem from the 


Nature 


* 
r . 
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Nature of Things; that for him ſaws would even dere 
te gig (4). 
tes ma 
of Men 
r, not onely with 1 but Reward (æ); 5, 


muy, © offer 11 7 to Angels (b); the 


there is ſuch inhærent — and Amiableneſs in 
11 10 2 it's Rae Enemies tacitely fall down and 
. be before the Ard): and They, 
ls ive Bens, ha the World ( 90 'wiſh in their 
learts to dig the Dy the Rig breous (Y). Cond 
we Seen paint a 4904 1 \Aure would excell 
__ ing but The ern For 
nal one who upon his Creator as the Foun- 
Fro eo the [orgs be enjoys or. expects, ! 
ance or 


Merit; he values Him as the Author o 
Four well-Being (3): and a $ his Love an 
Grat eb y Obedience to 125 divine Laws (%). 'Seh- 
PE! f the Nat Diſtance and Difference be twirt an un- 
ia infinicely 7 0 Being, nd a poor de 728 


£9 vigc' the wonderful Fond 

1 ity of a See rok ch he 1 
im Sick the Fear and Awe of 2 Son, not'as' 
— and . e . A iin 2 M a. Mixture d 


« 
og and 1215 ants fore Him in Pra . 1 dr 
9 85 leere de bar but to tele Se poterici ; 
cli and Dependance of the egy 3 ee 
e m the Nature, Manner, Meaſure, aß 
W 7205 605 © Swpply; well knowing th 


od who knows W wal A male its 
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v Eph. ii. 12. . (Numb. xxiii, 10, 
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the beſt of Things; ice be”. 
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ls. DN” . 
He delights in Retirement, as if There he could have 
God more to himſelf (a). There is his Soul melted: 
dan and powred out before the Lord: his Heart 
Hands, Eyes lifted up to the Mercy Seat, with utmoſt 
Humility: and Faith. There he deals plainly with 
himſelf, deprecates the Power as well as Punſſhment 
of aggravated Sins; intercedes for the Atheiſt and 
Blaſphemer, the Enemies of God and Man; configns 
himſelf to the divine Protect ion; begging Aid from 
Heaven to ſtrengtben his poor Reſolutions: that his 
Heart may never reproach Him (5), for ending in the 
Flec having begun in the Spirit (c). e 6h | 
_ Qut of the Abundance of the Heart overflown with 
Favours, his Mokth ſpeaketh (d), and publiſbeth the 
12 of the Lord (4) 1, he praiſeth his Benefactor with 
Jprightneſs (F) by referring all Succeſs to his Bleſſing; 
1 every thing to the Honour of him who gave It; 
tient Continuance in well. doing (g); rejoycing under 
he Appointments of the -rovidence.of God ; honour- 
ing his Name, Word, Inſtitutions in earneſt; ſtudy- 
ng to pleaſe Him: His Care, Meat and Drink is to 
be good in Reality, for he abhors the Cheat of For- 
mality and Superſtition. 1 © IRE 
He believes his Maker to be every Moment in his 
Company: and this fingle Opinion, not onely re- 
ſtrains him in Point of good Manners from rude In- 
fairs, ar Acts of Effrontery upon divine Goodneſs : 
but gives him a Sort of Spirit and Life in his Behavi- 
our, tha' he has no fancitut Rays about his, Head. 
This gives him an Habit of Ser ioumeſz, „ Wee 
nour, Good N. ture, Courage, Truth, a noble Diſdain 
to do a baſe Thing: that he may in ſme Meaſure be 
hike bis Company. He conſiders himlelf as a ſhort - 
liv'd Creature at beſt, without Accidents ; that bis wad 
| 2 Age 
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(a) —fiia Sttenria Sacris, _— Nt 
(5) Jeb xxvil. 6. (e.) Gal ni. 3. () Luke vi. 45. 
(e) Leut. XxxIi. 3. ( fal. cxix. 7. ) Rom. ii. 7. 


(77) 


is quick; that he is dying daily (a) and hourly? 
— Ne he talks or ſleeps: and therefore does 41 
cart without Meaſure, as if he were to be ſa 
for Ages. He does not lay in a Tun of Proviſions to 

croſs dhe Thames z. or raiſe the Poſſe to paſs a Cripple. | 
He does not ſqueeze the Orphans or Widows into | 
Tears, to fill his own Ciſtern; or make himſelf Heir 
to the unfortunate; or ſubſiſt upon the V3tals of the 
miſerable; or build upon the Ruines of the Unwary 3 | 
or:ſhine becauſe others are echps'd by his own Inter- | 

oſition and Management: But he meekly offers him. 

elf to the great Store: keeper for convenient Food (b) 

which he (ſweetly regales on; without Claim or Cla- 

mour from the injured. » * zabel | 
le truſts in God in all Events, when the Fg Tree 

does not bloſſom 8 ) he cultivates himſel i; by reducing 

his Mind to his Condition, by voting his Little inro a 
Sufficiency, by thinking even That more than be de- 

ſerves: for he knows who had not where to lay his 

Head (d). This renders him calm when the Wind and 

Tide are againſt him. Thus he repoſes when others 
ſhriek (e); is at Peace in the midſt of War, conſents 

not when Sinners entice (); ſuſpets the Offer of 

All theſe Things will I give thee (g) ; ſtands ſteady with 

his Heart pointed toward Heaven ; is Proof againſt the 
Fire of the Univerſe (h); and fears no Wreck or Ru- 

ine but That of. th . (i), Which is as Huſh as a 
Midnight Calm; as bright as the Buſb that burned but 
Was not cinſumed ( 500. r 
Every Night before he goes to Reſt he erects a little 
Tribunal in his Breaſt to look back upon the Actions 
of the Day, in order to keep Things ſtrait and regu - 
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8 SO | 
(a) 1 Cor, xv. 31. -(6) Prov. xxx. 8. (e) Hab. iii. 17. | 
4 = viii 20. Chan viti. 24. oO Prov, i. = | 
5 Marr. iv. 9. | 
(b) Si fractus illabarur Orbis I 
ix; Impavidum ferient Ruinz. Horace. 
(i) Luke xii. 3. (“) Exod. ith 2. : 
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betwint and his dun Mind; to.ſeare 
— try ear 0 —— Hie fo — 


and a0 ufted for che grand Ateration: that whenever 


Gve:thbuld t ali him 2 he maꝝ be diſeneumbred 
18 ready; er bu Pan n Day's Accounts 
£9 4et the: 


Do ye en for thie Mai 25 He is certainly upon 
his — 1 diup in his Cloſet; an inviſible 

liſt ing up holy Hands (h) for all Sorts and Cn 
of M oy ne 22 au will hear of him go- 
. doing Gond (c); either at the Bed · Stray Fo 
ſome Latarz or making ug ſome Difference; contri- 
ving how to inform 17 t 222 75 

— * the helpleſs: de lenins, dome g gn 
Thing. Leu Wi affured affurcdly t ing him in We 


1 92 J don id. 

Meet bim in Company you'd think him « Comps. 
firion of ſocial Graces 3 Ab — Humanity, -Frignd- 
lyneſs, Courteſy, Humor appears. He eondemus 
a dn but himteif; ſearches for, an Handle to cem- 
mend every one elle; weeps Anh the unfortunate; 
— oyces "with ihe Pr rous, like a Brother Inſtrd 
t ſtrung at an Unilon. If he is rich, t thexe is n 
Suareat his Table. F ho provocation to Surfeit: \Inde- 
rency. A Veſtali may dine with: Him, his: ON gue 


and Eyes-are ſo under Covenant (4). Ter e looks 


On the Nat rom: v * the * of Stews to be 
Mönſters in hum an Shape, nd impicus; fitter iti 
be Shemn than Countenanc'd ; ateided than endured;: 
mere like a 120 Wal chan Templet of the holy Ghoſt. 
Helis ſtand ig Ooùncil to the Poor; Shelter to the 
"di{tzefſed : 'Heiſhines and warms his Frionds, loyes and 


Na mes his Enemies. 


Providence places Him in Buſineſs, he goes thro? 
It with Addreſs an S Eee 
by mg 1 n of Seer dhe 


| rich 
Wir N 24 ) — 
Pſal, ex. 1, 23. * en- 8. O ade % «38, 
wy ob xxXi. I. 
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tte Janodent and be Aren Kas 
n ifs in, Way es him excel in Relation 
tie % the beft Maier, Hyabaid, Fiſher, Friend, Neigh: 


ole, tb Subje in ene World. 
2. his Death. bed he rakes Leave of "y Friends much: 


So, 44% 


a wy ne Ts ph ii Da Cog, reign wy 


veſt; ody ts rhe Worms. 


If you 
700 e fo od who 58 erte in me; zie Thanks to God 
Who made me an 1 Muffen. What IH yan have obſervd 
4 «in pe, for God's Sake forgire me; and = your own Sake, 


: © Coli Sits, "rx {efforts Ting 0. NTA 


talk. of Death, chap to Face It. rs 2 mere 
< 'Norhittz, now 1 am 15 the he wort ape . The 
< People who are miſcall'd wife, are buſtlivg for and 


© Straws, Bar be ir from me to juſtifye! my felf ; bur that 
c lin virtue 1 haye, I would not be without for che 
8 es: 
HBleſſen be God 1 erer ehought well of virtue; and was in 
'* ſuch Metfure directed vy ood — K that now T find: 
* the Os of It. tot, the Refulr of my on Since- 
tity, the Teſfimony bf ny * Conſcience; the humble Aſſu- 
trance of being hapfy': Tin tranſported with Joys in my Eye. 
my fole Dependance is upon the revealed Mercies of God, 
2 why! has ſo conducted me hitherto by His gracious Spirit: 
that Jam neither afraid noraſham'd to die, You will all quick- 
ly lye in the like Condition with my ſelf, and perhaps think 
© as meanly, of the World'as I do; fp it really deſerves. 
« 'Tis 4 Point of Prudence, to have the ſame Opinion of the 
World now in your Health; as you: certainly will have 
« when yon lye a dying. Take Care to make God your Friend, 
E, by a regular holy Life: Then it marters not Who is diſo= 
| <b iged; Valve your precious and im mortal Souls: Do not 
fell eternal Happineſs for whar is we rſe than Noching. Tie 
* Want of Thinking, which deſtroys Mankind. a 
* Ah miſtaken Wretches who ſruttrate Mercies infinire ; 
* who drudge for Damnation ; who under the falſe Notion ot 
_ © Freedom and Pleaſure : are earnitig Chains and Tormeor! 
What can be ſaid or doae for ſuc h, who have no Pity on 
* Themſelyes ! | 
You 


(800 
Tou ſee by me, the Folly of 2 Death · bed Repen: 
©. tance... For „ 1 now I cn dly breathe , 2 
+. whole Life to caſt-up and repent of; a ſhould 


3 « Tl el 
4 di filly and barbarous to m 
ted o / whom 1 uſt 


: before immediately appear 
and diſguiſed. N re ens 


© naked 
VI the other Gentleman, n God encreaſe. the Number 
of good Men, for: whoſe Sake the World was made and 

is Continu d. rig too late now to on Converſation z 
and - therefore--with Thanks to the Company Ill take 
[Leave : onely drop a Favourite, Sentence I in Ante- 


ine (a). 
* Make it nd longer Mitter if 4 what are the Marks 
5 and! Sighe of. © pt, Manx, bo ediately ſet about It : 

6. and endeavour: ty become ſuch. an One. 

Sire me Leave ſaid the Lady to offer ſomewhat 1 think 
worth temembring: Ti in the Exhor tation to the read- 
12 176 the holy Scriptures, 3 publiſhed. in the Book of Homi® 

ns. 10 reading God's Word he moſt proficeth „ not al- 
Ways that in moſt ready in turning of the Book, 
bor ia ſaying of it without the Book; but he 
gt that is; moſt turned into It; that is inſpired 
e with the holy Ghoſt; moſt in his Heart and FLife 
altered and 6 ds into that . Thing which he readeth : 

_ © He that is daily leſs and lefs proud, lefs wrarhful, 

« leſs covetuous, ard leſs deſirous of r and 
« wain, Pleaſures : He that daily ( forſaking h 
vicious Life) increaſerh, in Virtue more and Fax 

- Said the Lawyer, theſe Words are full of good Senſe, for 
. the Scriptures chiefly. reach us to live now; that we may be 
- bappy when dead: To ſhape our Minds and Actions, confar- 
mable to the divine Laws: To ſtamp a Likeneſs upon the Soul, 
- as Wax takes the Im preſſion of the Seal. When we read the 
excellent Preceprs of Humility, Patience, Meekneſs, Purity: 
we ſhould become humble, patient, meck, pure. An Hiſtori- 
cal Belie — — 

. - But I perceive you are reſoly'd to go: when we meer again 
1 have ſamewhat elſe vo offer, al Interim; Nay our good 
Sol, be over us for Good. 
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